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1. Réamhra

Is é Coimisitin na Mean (‘An Coimisiuin’) gniomhaireacht na hEireann chun tirdhreach mean faoi bhlath,
éagsduil, cruthaitheach, sabhailte agus iontaofa a fhorbairt agus a rialail. Bunaiodh & an 15 Marta 2023
leis an Acht um Rialdil Sabhailteachta ar Line agus na Mean, 2022 lenar leasaiodh an tAcht
Craolachéin, 2009.

In 2024, chuir an Coimisiun tus leis an bproiseas chun ar gcéad Raiteas Straitéise a fhorbairt don
tréimhse 2025 go 2027, agus an da bhliain sin san aireamh. Mar chuid den phréiseas sin, d’fhoilsiomar
dréacht-Raiteas Straitéise le haghaidh comhairliichan poibli an 6 Samhain 2024, agus d’iarramar
freagrai a fhail faoin 4 Nollaig 2024. larradh barulacha sa chomhairlidchan maidir leis na nithe seo a
leanas:

1. Misean agus Luachanna beartaithe an Choimisitin, agus a mhéid a mhinionn siad an méid a
dhéanaimid (ar misean) agus ar n-uaillmhianta don todhchai (fis)

2. Na torthai straitéiseacha ata beartaithe againn, agus a mhéid ata siad oiriunach i gcomhthéacs ar
réil agus na timpeallachta ina bhfuilimid ag feidhmiu

3. Reéimsi oibre ar mhaith le freagréiri go dtabharfaimis futhu faoi cheann amhain né nios mé de na
torthai straitéiseacha beartaithe

4. Tosaiochtai breise ba cheart a bhreithniu lena gcur san aireamh sa Raiteas Straitéise deiridh.

larradh ar fhreagréiri a dtuairimi a chur in iul tri fhoirm ar line. Tugadh an rogha doéibh siud ar spéis leo
pairt a ghlacadh ionchur a sholathar i bhformaid scriofa eile, né tri mhodhanna malartacha in imthosca
airithe. De réir ar dTreoirlinte Comhairliichain, ta an Freagra seo ar Chomhairlitichan a fhoilsiu againn
tar éis an préiseas comhairliuchain phoibli a thabhairt chun criche.

Is é cuspdir an Fhreagra seo ar Chomhairliuchan na priomh-shaincheisteanna agus na priomh-mholtai
a eascraionn as na haighneachtai a fuarthas le linn an chomhairliichain phoibli a leagan amach, agus
minia a thabhairt ar an gcaoi ar bhreithniomar na habhair sin agus ar an bhfreagra a thugamar orthu.

Is mér againn an t-aiseolas a fuarthas agus gabhaimid buiochas leo siiud a ghlac pairt sa phréiseas
combhairliuchain phoibli.

Coimisiun
na Mean
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2. Freagra ar an gComhairliuchan

Fuarthas 12 aighneacht san iomlan 6 na 11 eagraiocht até liostaithe thios, agus ta coip de gach
aighneacht i gceangal leis an doiciméad seo.

An tUdaras Naisiunta Michumais

Local Ireland (RNPALI)

MPC-TV

Léiritheoiri Scaileain na hEireann [x2]
Technology Ireland, IBEC (da ngairtear Technology Ireland sa tuarascail seo)
Mediahuis

Léiritheoir neamhspleach raidié & teilifise
Sky Ireland

RTE

10 Audiovisual Ireland

11. An Coimisiun Toghchain
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Rinneamar breithniu ciramach ar na haighneachtai go Iéir a fuarthas, agus aird chui a tabhairt againn
ar na haighneachtai ina n-iomlaine, rinneamar ar mbreithiinas a fheidhmia agus thangamar ar
chomhdhearcadh maidir leis an leagan deiridh den Raiteas Straitéise ata le glacadh.

| roinn 2.2 solathraimid cuntas ar na habhair a ardaiodh sa chomhairliichan poibli a raibh leasuithe ar
an dréacht-Raiteas Straitéise mar thoradh orthu, chomh maith leis na habhair narbh théidir a bhreithniu
ar chuiseanna praiticiula, dlithiula né beartais. Nil sé i gceist go mbeadh sé uileghabhalach, agus nior
cheart a mheas gurb ionann mainneachtain tagairt a dhéanamh d’aon &bhar ar leith agus
mainneachtain aird a thabhairt ar aon chuid ar leith d’aighneacht n6 don aighneacht ina hiomlaine.

2.1 Forléargas ar an aiseolas a fuarthas

Measadh go raibh an fhis, an misean agus na luachanna ata beartaithe soiléir agus inchreidte agus
thacaigh na freagroiri leo trid is trid.

Bhi leibhéal ard comhaontaithe ar fud na n-aighneachtai go 1éir maidir leis na torthai straitéiseacha ata
beartaithe, cé gur mhol roinnt freagréiri go bhféadfai béim nios mé a chur ar ghnéithe airithe. | gcas
inar sainaithniodh bearnai a d’fhéadfadh a bheith ann, rinne roinnt freagréiri moltai chun aghaidh a
thabhairt orthu agus mhol siad tosaiochtai breise lena gcur san aireamh sa Raiteas Straitéise deiridh.

2.2 Anailis théamach agus freagra ar aighneachtai

Tar éis anailis a dhéanamh ar na haighneachtai, rinneamar achoimre ar na priomhthorthai faoi na
ceannteidil seo a leanas:

Téama 1: Fis, rél agus cur chuige an Choimisitin maidir lena shainordu a chur i gcrich
Téama 2: Maoiniu/inbhuanaitheacht eacnamaioch/inmharthanacht trachtala earnail mean na
hEireann

Téama 3: lolrachas, éagsulacht agus cuimsiu

Téama 4: Infheictheacht earnalacha airithe agus cinealacha abhair airithe

Téama 5: Cumarsaid, comhairliichan agus comhar

Téama 6: An Ghaeilge agus cultdr na hEireann

Téama 7: Intleacht Shaorga agus deiseanna agus dushlain eile ata ag teacht chun cinn
Téama 8: Cur chun feidhme na Straitéise

| lion beag cdsanna, measadh go raibh an t-aiseolas a fuarthas &bhartha faoi nios mé na réimse
téamach amhain agus da bhri sin cuireadh san aireamh é faoi gach ceannteideal abhartha.
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Téama 1: Fis, rol agus cur chuige an Choimisiuin maidir lena shainordu a chur
i gcrich

Bardtlacha 6 fhreagroiri:

Bhi failte mhér roimh an bhfis agus roimh na torthai straitéiseacha a cuireadh in iul sa dréacht-Raiteas
Straitéise. Chuir Audiovisual Ireland, mar shampla, failte ar leith roimh an tiomantas soiléir san fhis chun
tacu leis an daonlathas agus le luachanna daonlathacha, mheas MPC-TV go bhfuil an fhis leagtha
amach i gceart, mheas RTE go raibh ardmhianta na straitéise inmholta, agus chuir Sky Ireland a
thacaiocht don fhis in itl agus d’aontaigh sé leis na sé thoradh straitéiseacha go léir.

Mhol roinnt freagréiri modhnuithe. D’fhailtigh an tUdaras Naisiinta Michumais, mar shampla, roimh an
dréacht-fhis ach mhol sé go smaoineodh an Coimisiun ar ‘cuimsitheach’ a chur in ionad an fhocail
‘ilghnéitheach’. Chuir Léiritheoiri Scaileain na hEireann in idl go bhfailtitear go mér roimh an dréacht-
fhis ach mhol siad go bhféadfai i a leasu chun na focail “in Eirinn” a chur san aireamh ag an deireadh,
ar mhaithe le soiléireacht iomlan. Mhol Sky Ireland, cé gur aontaigh sé leis na sé thoradh straitéiseacha,
roinnt téacs breise le breithniu faoi roinnt de na torthai sin.

Mheas Technology Ireland agus Mediahuis Ireland go bhfuil ga le bheith nios soiléire maidir leis na
paraiméadair a rialaionn an Coimisiun laistigh diobh agus mhol siad go bhféadfadh cuid den
téarmaiocht sa dréacht-Raiteas Straitéise a bheith mithreorach.

Luaigh RTE agus Léiritheoiri Scaileain na hEireann ar rél mar rialtdir neamhspleach, agus mheas siad
go bhféadfai, mar rialtéir neamhspleach, nios mé béime a chur ar a chinnti go ndéantar cinnti
maoinithe ar bhonn neamhspleach.

Rinne Technology Ireland agus RTE tagairt do luach an mhisnigh ata mar bhonn agus mar thaca ag ar
geur chuige rialala. Cé gur mhol RTE gur cheart tiomantas nios airde a Iéirii sa Raiteas Straitéise
deiridh do ghniomhu i r6l an Choimisidin maidir le bheith ag tacu le hathra i dtirdhreach athraitheach
na mean, chuir Technology Ireland a thuairim in iul nach bhfuil Misneach oiriinach agus gur cheart € a
leasu toisc nach faoi rialtoiri até sé rioscai a ghlacadh na “dushlan a thabhairt don status quo”.

D’iarr Audiovisual Ireland go gcuirfi nios mé béime ar ar rél mar cheannaire smaoinimh don earnail, ag
déanamh taighde neamhspleach ar shaincheisteanna tabhachtacha tosaiochta agus ag tacu leo, de
réir mar is cui.

Lorg Technology Ireland tuilleadh béime ar phrionsabail na trédhearcachta agus na comhréireachta
mar luachanna né prionsabail neamhspleacha atd mar bhonn taca leis na luachanna uile ata againn
cheana. Ar an gcaoi chéanna, d’iarr siad ar an gCoimisiun tuilleadh sonrai a thabhairt faoi shraith
rannphairtiochta nios soiléire le heintitis rialailte, ag tosu le comhairliichan agus ag criochnu le
forfheidhmid, ionas nach i forfheidhmiu an phriomhshlat ar da réir a thomhaistear rath. Mhol siad freisin
go geuirfimis Barr Feabhais Oibritichain san aireamh mar luach ata mar bhonn taca lenar gcuid oibre,
ag cinntiu go bhfuil na hacmhainni, na scileanna agus na praisis chui i bhfeidhm ag an gCoimisiun chun
feidhmiu éifeachtach ar n-oibriochtai a éascu.

Breithnit agus freagra Choimisitn na Mean:

Aontaimid go hiomlan leis an tabhacht a bhaineann le gach duine, lena n-airitear daoine faoi
mhichumas, a chumasu chun pairt a ghlacadh i dtirdhreach na mean agus leis na meain, agus taimid
tiomanta go hiomlan oibriu leis na pairtithe leasmhara go Iéir chun é seo a chinntil. Léiritear é sin sa
mhéid go bhfuil ‘Eagsulacht agus Cuimsit’ ar cheann de na sé thoradh straitéiseacha ata againn, agus
sha tagairti don chuimsiu agus don inrochtaineacht ar fud an doiciméid.

| bhfianaise ar sainchuraim reachtuil maidir le gnéithe den rialdil ar an leibhéal idirnaisiunta, ni
mheasaimid gur cui na focail “in Eirinn” a aireamh ag deireadh ar raitis fise.
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Cé nach bhfuil leasu déanta againn ar an raiteas fise, tar éis machnamh a dhéanamh ar an aiseolas
6n Udaras Naisiunta Michumais, ta nios mé béime curtha againn ar inrochtaineacht agus ar chuimsiu
in aiteanna eile sa doiciméad, lena n-airitear sa Bhrollach a ghabhann leis an raiteas straitéise deiridh
anois.

Aontaimid go bhfuil soiléireacht maidir lenar rél mar rialtéir tabhachtach. Tugaimid dar n-aire go Iéirionn
an raiteas misin ata sa dréacht-Raiteas Straitéise ar gcreat reachtach. Tugaimid dar n-aire freisin gur
thacaigh go leor freagroiri ar an bpréiseas comhairlichain go sainraite leis an raiteas misin ata
beartaithe. Mheas Audiovisual Ireland, mar shampla, go minitear go soiléir ann an méid a dhéanann
an Coimisiun, mheas MPC-TV go raibh an misean curtha le chéile i gceart, chuir Sky Ireland a
thacaiocht in iul, agus chuir an tUdaras Naisiinta Michumais agus Léiritheoiri Scaileain na hEireann
failte roimhe. Agus an méid thuas ar fad & chur san aireamh, ni mheasaimid gur cui an dréacht-raiteas
misin a leasu.

Aontaimid gur suntasach an rél atéd againn mar rialtéir neamhspleach, agus tugaimid dar n-aire go
ndéantar tagairt do sin sa dréacht-Raiteas Straitéise, ina ngeallaimid ar rél mar ‘rialtéir laidir, misniuil,
neamhspleach, dirithe ar ghniomhd’ a chomhlionadh. Mar fhreagra ar an aiseolas a fuarthas,
chuireamar leis an mbéim ar ar neamhspleachas tri thagairt a dhéanamh dé go sainraite sa Bhrollach
a ghabhann leis an Raiteas Straitéise deiridh anois.

Go deimhin, tacaionn an Coimisiun le hathra, agus ta ar gcuid oibre maidir le tacu le hearnail na mean
agus i a fhorbairt cludaithe go forleathan cheana féin sa dréacht-Raiteas Straitéise. Measaimid nach
bhfuil ga le tuilleadh breisithe, agus go mbeadh siad diréireach i gcomhthéacs Raiteas Straitéise ata
cuibheasach gearr agus achomair.

Mar rialtéir, is éard ata i gceist lenar rél na rioscai tomhaiste a ghlacadh agus dushlan a chur roimh an
status quo, i gcas nach dtacaionn an status quo lenar bhfis agus lenar dtorthai straitéiseacha a bhaint
amach. Mar sin, measaimid gur luach tabhachtach é misneach ata mar bhonn taca lenar gcuid oibre.

Aontaimid go bhfuil rél tabhachtach againn mar cheannaire smaoinimh san earnail. Bainfimid leas as
ar n-uirlis seachadta, “Taighde agus Béim Amach Anseo” chun an rdl sin a chur i bhfeidhm, tri
mhonatdéireacht a dhéanamh ar thorbairti beartais, taighde agus teicneolaiochta ata ag teacht chun cinn
agus tri usédid a bhaint as na léargais sin chun bonn eolais a chur faoinar gcuid oibre rialala agus
forbartha mean. Cé go measaimid go bhfuil an ghné seo dar rdl clidaithe go leordhéthanach cheana
sa dréacht-Raiteas Straitéise, rinneamar tagairt do aris, chun béim bhreise a chur air, sa Bhrollach a
ghabhann leis an Raiteas Straitéise deiridh.

Aontaimid gur priomhphrionsabail iad trédhearcacht agus comhréireacht nach mér a bheith mar bhonn
taca lenar gcuid oibre go Iéir, agus is mian linn aon mhithuiscint a cheartl go bhféadfai forfheidhmia a
mheas mar phriomhshlat ar da réir a thomhaistear rath. Mar a leagtar amach sa dréacht-Réiteas
Straitéise, ta sraith fhairsing uirlisi ar fail duinn, agus bainfimid Usaid astu go breithitnach chun ar
sainordu a churigcrich. Déanfaimid é sin ar bhealach ata trédhearcach agus comhréireach, agus taimid
sasta go bhfuil &r dtiomantas do na prionsabail sin cludaithe go forleathan sa Raiteas Straitéise cheana
féin. Mar shampla, tagraitear sa dréacht-Raiteas Straitéise dar gcur chuige mar chur chuige ata
“cothrom, comhréireach, trédhearcach agus comhsheasmhach” agus in aiteanna eile leagtar béim ar
“éifeachtacht, cothroime agus trédhearcacht ar gcur chuige”. Ta tagairti ann dar gcinnteoireacht
thrédhearcach agus do thrédhearcacht a chur chun cinn in Ginéireacht na mean, chomh maith le
tiomantas d’eagraiocht oscailte thrédhearcach a thogail. Ta comhréireacht intuigthe sna tagairti dar
gceur chuige rioscabhunaithe. Agus an méid sin go Iéir & chur san aireamh, ni mheasaimid go bhfuil ga
le tuilleadh leasuithe.

Aontaimid gur luach rithabhachtach é barr feabhais oibriichain d’aon eagraiocht, agus is ceann é a
bhfuilimid tiomanta d6. Cé nach gcreidimid gur ga tagairt shainraite a dhéanamh don téarma barr
feabhais oibritichain, taimid sasta go bhfuil sé intuigthe i gcuid mhaith den fhoclaiocht ata ann cheana
sa roinn ‘Aisitheoiri Seachadta’, go sonrach, ‘dea-chleachtas a usaid’; “ata solubtha, éifeachtach agus
dea-bhainistithe” chomh maith le “Usaid eacnamaioch agus éifeachtiil a bhaint as acmhainni”. Ina
theannta sin, spreagann na luachanna a chuirtear in iUl sa dréacht-Raiteas Straitéise iompraiochtai a
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thacaionn le barr feabhais oibriichain. Ni chreidimid gur ga, da bhri sin, barr feabhais oibritichain a
chur leis mar luach ar leith.

Téan)a 2: Maoiniu / inmharthanacht trachtala / inbhuanaitheacht earnail mean
na hEireann

Bardulacha 6 fhreagroiri:

Airiodh le go leor de na haighneachtai tuairimi faoin gceannteideal leathan seo, agus aithnionn an chuid
is mo diobh rél tabhachtach an Choimisitin maidir le tacu leis an earnail agus a hinmharthanacht
eacnamaioch a chur chun cinn.

D’iarr Sky lIreland, mar shampla, go gcuirfi nios mé béime sa Raiteas Straitéise deiridh ar
inbhuanaitheacht eacnamaioch earnail mean na hEireann agus chuir sé in il go bhfuil tAbhacht ar leith
ag baint leis seo i gcas oibreoiri teilifise trachtala ata, dar leis, ag feidhmiu i dtimpeallacht ata ag éiri
nios dushlanai. Ar an gcaoi chéanna, mhol RTE go n-aireofai ‘Inbhuanaitheacht Eacnamaioch’ mar
thoradh straitéiseach neamhspleach chun aghaidh a thabhairt, ar bhealach nios cuimsithi, ar
athléimneacht agus inmharthanacht fhadtéarmach earnail na mean. Mhol sé freisin go bhféadfai
eagarthoireacht a dhéanamh ar an téacs a ghabhann leis an toradh straitéiseach, ‘Cultir na hEireann
agus na Meain’, chun an tuairisceoir ‘briomhar’ a chur san aireamh. Chuir Audiovisual Ireland in iul go
bhfuil baint amach na dtorthai straitéiseacha ag brath ar acmhainni maithe a bheith ag an earnail agus
ar neamhspleachas iomlan eagarthéireachta agus cruthaitheachta a bheith aici. Chuir sé in iul go
mbraitheann sé sin ar deireadh thiar ar an earndil a bheith inmharthana 6 thaobh na heacnamaiochta
de agus rathuil 6 thaobh na trachtala de. Sa chomhthéacs sin, d’ardaigh sé saincheist na pioraideachta
ar abhar closamhairc, agus an ga ata le cruthaitheoiri abhair agus earnail na mean a chosaint ar bhonn
nios leithne. D’ardaigh Sky Ireland saincheist na pioraideachta ina aighneacht freisin, agus mhol sé
roinnt tagairti follasacha do phioraideacht le cur san aireamh sa Raiteas Straitéise deiridh.

Leag roinnt freagroiri béim ar réimsi a mheas siad a raibh tosaiocht mhaoinithain de dhith orthu. Mar
shampla:

Leag Audiovisual Ireland béim ar na nithe seo a leanas:
e Léiriu réigiunach agus forbairt scileanna
e Abhar Gaeilge a fhorbairt, a l&iriti agus a sheachadadh chun cultir agus oidhreacht na hEireann
a thaispeaint
¢ Craoltéireacht seirbhise poibli

Leag Léiritheoiri Scaileain na hEireann béim ar na nithe seo a leanas:
e Maoiniu ata cobhsai agus a bhfuil acmhainni cui aige do na Meain Seirbhise Poibli (PSM)
e Maoiniu tiomnaithe Fuaime & Fise do léiritheoiri neamhspleacha

Chuir Sky Ireland béim ar an tabhacht a bhaineann le hinfheistiocht a dhéanamh i léirii abhair a thugann
nios mo éagsulachta don earnail, agus d’iarr MPC-TV go dtabharfai nios mé tacaiochta do theilifis
phobail aititil a bhaineann, dar leis, Usaid nios fearr as tallann faoin tuath in Eirinn agus a thaispeanann
nios fearr ailleacht/éagsulacht na hEireann ar leibhéal aititil. Ar an gcaoi chéanna, leag Local Ireland
béim ar an luach a bhaineann le foilsitheoiri nuachta aitiula.

Bhain roinnt de na haighneachtai le leithdhaileadh maoinithe ag an gCoimisian. Mar shampla:

e Mhol Mediahuis gur cheart tagairt i bhfad nios leithne na craoltéiri seirbhise poibli a dhéanamh
i gcomhthéacs na ndushlan ata roimh earnail na mean agus na dtacaiochtai ar féidir leo cabhru
leo

e D’iarr Local Ireland cothromaiocht maidir le maoinid agus thug siad rabhadh i gcoinne
gniomhartha a d’fhéadfadh éagothroime shuntasach a chruthu 6 thaobh iomaiochais de.
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e Lorg RTE tiomantas chun an tobhach mean ata beartaithe a chur chun cinn do sheirbhisi a
sholathraionn seirbhisi SVOD in Eirinn.

e Lorg Technology Ireland gealltanas go n-uséidfear cisti toibhithe go cothrom, go trédhearcach
agus go héifeachtuil i réimsi a bhaineann go direach le rialdil catagoire seirbhise faoin DSA,
faoin TCOR né faoin OSMR. D’aitigh siad go seachndédh an Coimisiin cas ina mbeadh
solathraithe seirbhise faoi réir tobhaigh nios airde (n6 dhdblacha) ar an leibhéal naisiunta na,
mar shampla, tailli maoirseachta faoin DSA.

Chuir an aighneacht 6 Audiovisual Ireland roinnt sasrai maoinithe féideartha ar fail lena n-iniuchadh
tuilleadh. Mar shampla, mhol siad go bhféadfadh an Coimisitin na nithe seo a leanas a dhéanamh:
o staidéar taiscéalaioch a dhéanamh ar an bhféidearthacht ardu dreasachta creidmheasa faoi
Alt 481 a thabhairt isteach do léiritheoiri ata lonnaithe i gceantair Ghaeltachta.
e Cleachtadh scéipe a dhéanamh maidir le beart sonrach amharcéifeachtai (VFX) a d'fhéadfai a
thabhairt isteach i mBuiséad 2026.

Mhol siad freisin go dtacdimis le tallann chruthaitheach na hEireann tri chleachtadh a dhéanamh chun
acmhainni Scailean Eireann a thagarmharcail i gcoinne na n-acmhainni sin a chuirtear ar fail do
ghniomhaireachtai comhchosula i dtiortha inchomparaide.

Bhain aighneacht amhain leis an taille cheadunais. Mhol MPC-TV go ndéanfai athbhreithniu ar an taille
cheadunais do stéisiuin bheaga teilifise pobail.

Tharraing Sky Ireland aird ar an teannas a d’fhéadfadh a bheith ann idir maoinit agus nualaiocht, agus
tharraing sé aird ar an infheistiocht ata & déanamh ag oibreoiri trachtéla sa nualaiocht agus tharraing
sé aird ar an mbaol go gcuirfi é sin i mbaol i gcas ina bhfuil rialacha maoiniuchain réshaintreorach.

Thug Léiritheoiri Scaileain na hEireann le fios nach bhfuil aon tagairt sa dréacht-Raiteas Straitéise
d’oibleagaidi agus tobhaigh infheistiochta chun Iéiriu Saothair Eorpacha agus oibreacha naisitnta a
chur chun cinn. Leag siad béim ar phatriin athraithe tomhaltais, trina bhfuil ioncam mér sintitis ag dul
chuig seirbhisi cabla agus ardain VOD, agus cuireann siad in itl go dtugann sé sin dishlan do chumas
chraoltéiri na hEireann sreabhadh &bhair ata abhartha 6 thaobh cultuir de a choinneail.

Mhol Mediahuis gur cheart don Choimisiun dul i dteagmhail le pairtithe leasmhara maidir leis na
cinealacha scéimeanna tacaiochta a bheidh riachtanach chun iad a chothu ina rél mar sholathraithe
abhair seirbhise poibli.

Breithnit agus freagra Choimisiun na Mean:

Aontaimid go huile agus go hiomlan leis an tabhacht a bhaineann le hearnail na mean a bheith briomhar
agus inbhuanaithe é thaobh an gheilleagair de. Rinneadh tagairt shuntasach d’inbhuanaitheacht
eacnamaioch inar ndréacht-Raiteas Straitéise faoinar dtoradh straitéiseach, ‘Cultdr na hEireann agus
na Meain’, agus ta sé intuigthe i ngach tagairt d’'inbhuanaitheacht in aiteanna eile sa Raiteas Straitéise.
Cuirtear beocht in itl go cui le husaid na dtuairisceoiri ‘cruthaitheach’ agus ‘faoi bhlath’. Da réir sin, ni
mheasaimid go bhfuil ga le tuilleadh leasuithe.

Maidir leis an bpioraideacht, aithnimid go hiomlan na dushlain a bhaineann leis an bpioraideacht agus
an tionchar a d’'fhéadfadh a bheith aici, mura ndéanfai i a sheiceail, ar inmharthanacht eacnamaioch
na dtionscal cruthaitheach. D’ainneoin sin, 6s rud é go meastar gur dbhar midhleathach é abhar
bradach, ni chreidimid go bhfuil ga le tagairt fhollasach don phioraideacht sa Raiteas Straitéise. Is mian
linn a dhearbhu do fhreagrdiri go bhfuil céras na gComharthdiri lontaofa ag obair chun aghaidh a
thabhairt ar shaincheist nios leithne an abhair mhidhleathaigh ar line.

Cé go dtuigimid an ga ata le soiléireacht nios fearr maidir leis an straitéis até le glacadh chun aghaidh
a thabhairt ar shaincheisteanna a bhaineann le hioncaim mhéra sintids, tabharfar aghaidh air sin mar
chuid de staidéar féidearthachta ar Thobhach na nOibreacha Eorpacha.
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Bhreithniomar an t-aiseolas 6 Sky Ireland maidir le maoiniu a leithdhaileadh ar dbhar a thugann nios
moé éagsulachta don earnail. Is mian linn a chur in iUl go bhfuil s& mar phriomhchuspéir ag ar scéim
mhaoinithe, Fuaim & Fise, abhar clair ardchaighdeain a fhorbairt agus tacu leo, ar abhar é a Iéirionn ar
geultar, ar n-oidhreacht agus ar dtaithi éagsuil agus a fhreastalaionn ar éagsulacht lucht
féachana/éisteachta ar fud craoltoiri pobail, trachtala agus seirbhise poibli, idir abhar fuaime agus abhar
closamhairc. Is éard ata i gceist lenar bproiseas measunaithe breithnit a dhéanamh ar an éagsulacht
in abhar an chlair ata beartaithe, lena n-airitear inscne, comhionannas, éagsulacht agus cuimsiu,
chomh maith leis na seirbhisi rochtana a chuirfear ar fail i léirid abhair.

Tugaimid dar n-aire an t-aiseolas 6 MPC-TV maidir leis an taille cheadunais, agus is mian linn a
shoiléirid nach dtagann sé sin faoinar sainchiram reachtuil. Ta aird tarraingthe againn freisin ar na
réimsi ar leith a mholtar le haghaidh maoiniu tosaiochta, agus ba mhaith linn a athdhearbhu go
mbaineann ar rdl rialala le hearndil iomlan na meén (lena n-airitear na medin seirbhise poibli, na meain
trachtala agus na medin phobail). Léiritear é sin sa dréacht-Raiteas Straitéise faoin uirlis seachadta,
‘Ag Tacu le hEarnail na Mean in Eirinn agus i a Fhorbairt’. Chun béim bhreise a leagan ar fhairsinge na
n-eagraiochtai mean a chuimsitear sa sainmhinit seo, agus chun ar dtiomantas do bheith ag tacu le
craoltéireacht phobail a chur in itl go soiléir, ta an leasu lineach seo a leanas ionchorpraithe sa Raiteas
Straitéise deiridh: ‘Usaidfimid &r scéimeanna maoinitichain agus ar rél chun maoirseacht a dhéanamh
ar eagraiochtai PSM agus ar chraoltéiri trachtala agus pobail chun tacu le hearnail mean faoi bhlath,
éagsduil, chruthaitheach, shabhailte agus iontaofa’.

Maidir le maoiniu tobhaigh, cloifimid lenar n-oibleagaidi faoi Alt 21(4) den Acht um Rialail Sabhailteachta
ar Line agus na Mean chun tobhaigh a Usaid chun costais a thabhaitear go cui a ioc. Leanfaimid orainn
ag dul i mbun comhairlidchain phoibli maidir lenar n-orduithe tobhaigh, ach ni mheasaimid gur cui a
shonru conas a chionroinnfear airgead 6 thobhaigh mar chuid den Raiteas Straitéise.

Bhreithniomar an t-aiseolas 6 Sky Ireland maidir leis an teannas a d’fhéadfadh a bheith ann idir maoiniu
agus nualaiocht. Creidimid go bhfuil neamhspleachas eagarthéireachta agus cruthaitheachta, agus
rochtain ar dheiseanna nualaiochta, rithabhachtach chun abhar ardchaighdeain a léiriG. Ar an gcuis
sin, tA nuashonrd déanta againn ar an dréacht-Raiteas Straitéise faoin toradh straitéiseach, ‘Cultar na
hEireann agus na Meain’, chun an téacs nuashonraithe seo a leanas a chur san aireamh mar a bhfuil
line faoi: ‘Earnail léirithe nualach agus chruthaitheach ina léiritear agus ina bhfreastalaitear ar leasanna
shochai na hEireann’. Rinneamar an téacs a nuashonru freisin faoin toradh straitéiseach, ‘Daonlathas’,
mar seo a leanas: ‘Cosnaitear neamhspleachas eagarthdireachta aqus saoirse chun tuairimi a
nochtadh agus cuirtear raon leathan tuairimi polaitidla in idl go dleathach’

Taimid tiomanta do dhul i dteagmhail lenar bpairtithe leasmhara agus ar scéimeanna maoinitichain &
munlud, & bhforbairt agus a n-athbhreithniu againn.

Téama 3: lolrachas, éagsulacht agus cuimsiu

Barulacha 6 fhreagroiri:

Failtiodh go forleathan roimh ar dtiomantas don iolrachas, don éagsulacht agus don chuimsiu, go
hairithe mar a |éiritear inar bhfis, inar misean agus inar dtorthai straitéiseacha. Fuarthas lion beag
iarratai ar shoiléireacht, ar nios mé sonrai a thabhairt né ar leasu breise. Mheas RTE, mar shampla, go
bhfuil tiomantas an Choimisiuin don éagsulacht agus don chuimsiu inmholta, ach d’iarr sé soiléireacht
nios fearr maidir leis an tdbhacht a bhaineann le hiolrachas tuairimi a choinneail, ar an mbonn go
bhféadfadh luach a bheith fés ag roinnt tuairimi, cé nach bhfuil siad dleathach go docht, chun dioscursa
sibhialta oscailte a chothu. Chuir an tUdaras Naisiunta Michumais failte roimh an mbéim ar iolrachas
inar raiteas misin, ach d’iarr sé go gcuirfi an focal ‘cuimsitheach’ in ionad an fhocail ‘éagsuil’ inar bhfis.
Is € an réasunaiocht ata acu na go ndirionn an éagsulacht ar ionadaiocht sna meain, ach baineann
cuimsiu le tirdhreach mean a thégail a chinntionn gur féidir le gach duine a bheith rannphairteach, lena
n-airitear daoine faoi mhichumas. Ba dhiol sasaimh déibh freisin an toradh straitéiseach, ‘Eagsulacht
agus Cuimsil’, agus 4r ‘Straitéis maidir le hinscne, Comhionannas, Eagsulacht agus Cuimsiu (GEDIY,
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agus mhol siad go bhféadfadh ar dtiomantas do straitéis GEDI a chur chun feidhme a bheith nios
follasai. D’iarr siad freisin go léireoimis foralacha Choinbhinsiun na Naisiun Aontaithe ar Chearta Daoine
faoi Mhichumas, go leanfaimis cur chuige an Dearaidh Uilioch inar gcuid oibre, lena n-airitear ar
gcumarsaid, agus go leagfaimis amach céimeanna chun an mhonatoéireacht ar chailiocht na seirbhisi
rochtana a neartd, le rannphairtiocht Usaideoiri rochtana.

Faoin gceannteideal, ‘Taighde agus Béim Amach Anseo’, mhol an tUdaras Naisiinta Michumais an
dréacht-Raiteas Straitéise a thabhairt cothrom le data chun taighde ar ionadaiocht agus Iéirii daoine
faoi mhichumas sna meain chraolta a chur san aireamh.

D’iarr Léiritheoiri Scaileain na hEireann go gcuirfimis iomha nios cothroime i lathair maidir le
héagsulacht 4bhar na mean, trid an téacs thios a bhfuil line faoi a chur leis an ngniomh seachadta seo
a leanas:

‘Déanfaimid tionscnaimh nua a dhearadh, a fhorbairt agus a chur chun feidhme lena spreagfar solathar
abhair ardchaighdeain mean i mBéarla agus i nGaeilge, lena n-airitear iriseoireacht, nuacht agus cursai
reatha, abhar faisnéise, dramaiochta, beochana, fiorasach agus abhar scaileain siamsaiochta, ata
éagsuil, nualach, inrochtana, cuimsitheach agus ionadaioch go cui ar shochai chomhaimseartha na
hEireann.’

D’iarr an tUdaras Naisitinta Michumais ar an gCoimisiin breac-chuntas a thabhairt ar na céimeanna
ata beartaithe againn a ghlacadh chun an mhonatéireacht ar chaighdean na seirbhisi rochtana a neartu,
le rannphairtiocht Usaideoiri rochtana. Ar bhonn nios leithne, d’iarr sé go leagfaimis amach conas ata
sé i gceist againn ar n-oibleagaidi faoin lonstraim Eorpach Inrochtaineachta (EAA) a chomhlionadh.

Breithnit agus freagra Choimisitn na Mean:

Aontaimid go hiomlan leis an tabhacht a bhaineann le hiolracht tuairimi a choinneail. Tar éis duinn
athbhreithnit a dhéanamh ar an dréacht-Raiteas Straitéise as an nua, measaimid go bhfuil coincheap
an iolrachais léirithe go leordhéthanach i gcorp an doiciméid, lena n-airitear inar ndréacht-raiteas misin
agus inar dtoradh straitéiseach, ‘Cultir na hEireann agus na Meain’. Tugaimid ar aire freisin go ndéantar
tagairt fhorleathan don cheart chun tuairimi a nochtadh agus dar dtiomantas seasamh leis an gceart
sin, lena n-airitear i Roinn 1 (‘Réamhra’), sa téacs a ghabhann leis an toradh straitéiseach, ‘Daonlathas’,
agus i Roinn 5 (‘Ar gCreat Cur Chun Feidhme’). Ina theannta sin, rinneamar tagairt freisin don cheart
chun tuairimi a nochtadh sa Bhrollach a ghabhann leis an Raiteas Straitéise deiridh anois.

Mar ata leagtha amach inar bhfreagra faoi Théama 1, aontaimid go hiomlan leis an tabhacht a
bhaineann le gach duine a chumasu chun pairt a ghlacadh i dtirdhreach na mean agus leis na meain,
agus taimid tiomanta go hiomlan oibriu leis na pairtithe leasmhara go Iéir chun € sin a chinntiu. Léiritear
é sin sa toradh straitéiseach, ‘Eagsulacht agus Cuimsid’, agus san iliomad tagairti do chuimsid agus
d’'inrochtaineacht ar fud an doiciméid. T4 nios mé béime curtha againn ar inrochtaineacht agus ar
chuimsiu anois, lena n-airitear sa Bhrollach a ghabhann leis an Raiteas Straitéise deiridh.

Cuirimid failte roimh mholadh an Udarais Naisiunta Michumais d’fhoralacha ar straitéise GEDI, agus
taimid tiomanta go hiomlan di agus do bheith ag obair le pairtithe leasmhara chun a chinntiu go gcuirfear
ar fail i. Ta sé sin soiléir sa dréacht-Raiteas Straitéise, agus ni mheasaimid go bhfuil ga le tuilleadh
leasuithe. Taimid tiomanta freisin dar n-oibleagaidi faoin lonstraim Eorpach Inrochtaineachta a
chomhlionadh agus taimid ag ullmhu faoi lathair dé sin. Leagfaimid amach tuilleadh sonrai inar gclair
oibre bhliantula.

Tugaimid ar aire gur iarr an tUdaras Naisitinta Michumais orainn foralacha Choinbhinsitin na Naisiin
Aontaithe ar Chearta Daoine faoi Mhichumas a Iéiriu, agus cur chuige an Dearaidh Uilioch a leanuint
inar gcuid oibre, lena n-airitear ar ngniomhaiochtai cumarsaide. Leanaimid orainn ag cur le
hinrochtaineacht ar n-acmhainni cumarsaide, lena n-airitear tri theanga chomharthaiochta a sholathar
chun tacu le fiseain faisnéise, agus sheolamar ar suiomh Gréasain nua le déanai a dearadh de réir
na dTreoirlinte maidir le hinrochtaineacht Abhair ar an nGréasan. Ina theannta sin, ta EDI ar cheann
de dha phriomhspreagthdir a sainaithniodh inar ndréacht-Straitéis Daoine. Léireofar inar Straitéis
Daoine ar dtiomantas d’ionad oibre cuimsitheach a chothu a thacaionn leis an bhfoireann go Iéir, lena
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n-airitear iad siud ata faoi mhichumas, agus a leabdéidh inrochtaineacht inar bproisis earcaiochta chun
comhdheiseanna a chinntiu agus chun ar gcumas raon éagsuil tallainne a mhealladh. Ni mheasaimid
gur ga, afach, an leibhéal sin mionsonrai a chur san aireamh inar Raiteas Straitéise.

Ta treoirthionscadal faoi stidir na mBodhar a ullmhu againn faoi lathair maidir le caighdean an
fhotheidealaithe agus Theanga Chomharthaiochta na hEireann, agus tugaimid ar aire an moladh 6n
Udaras maidir le deis taighde ar leith a bheith ann amach anseo. Déanfaimid é sin a mheas tuilleadh i
gcomhthéacs fhorbairt ar Straitéise Taighde.

Tugaimid ar aire freisin an least ata molta ag Léiritheoiri Scailedin na hEireann maidir le héagsulacht
na gcinealacha dbhair mean agus aontaimid go gcuireann an leasu até beartaithe leis an téacs ata
ann cheana agus gur fearr a léirionn si fairsinge na forbartha abhair a dtacaimid Iéi. Ta sé sin
ionchorpraithe againn sa Raiteas Straitéise deiridh, seachas an focal “scéilean”, mar is mian linn a
bheith chomh cuimsitheach agus is féidir maidir le gach cineal abhair.

Téama 4: Infheictheacht earnalacha airithe agus cinealacha airithe abhair

Barulacha 6 fhreagroiri:

Lorg roinnt freagréiri infheictheacht nios fearr sa Raiteas Straitéise deiridh maidir le hearnalacha agus
cinealacha abhair ar leith, lena n-airitear léirid raidi® neamhspleach (agus an earnail Iéiriuchain
neamhspleach ar bhonn nios leithne), iriseoireacht neamhspleach, na meain seirbhise poibli agus
abhar seirbhise poibli.

Lorg Léiritheoiri Scaileain na hEireann, mar shampla, nios mé suntasachta don earnail Igiriichain
neamhspleach, agus mhol siad téacs breise lena bhreithnid. Mhol siad freisin gur cheart go n-aireofai
sa Raiteas Straitéise straitéis chun an earnail Iéiriichain neamhspleach a chothu agus a fhorbairt.

Lorg RTE infheictheacht nios fearr d'irisecireacht neamhspleach ardchaighdeain ar line, agus d’iarr sé
go dtabharfai isteach bearta chun cabhru le lucht féachana/éisteachta foinsi iontaofa faisnéise a
idirdheall agus éiceachoras faisnéise slaintitil ar line a chothu. Luaigh Local Ireland an pointe sin freisin
agus, i gcomhthéacs theacht chun cinn IS ginitnai, leag si béim ar an tabhacht a bhaineann le
litearthacht sna medin a mhuineadh i scoileanna.

Ag tagairt go sonrach d’abhar na mean seirbhise poibli agus na seirbhise poibli, leag Local Ireland
béim ar an rél rithdbhachtach ata ag solathraithe abhair mean seirbhise poibli, agus leag RTE béim ar
an tdbhacht a bhaineann le habhar seirbhise poibli a bheith infheicthe, agus d’iarr sé go mbeadh
rialacha leordhéthanacha suntasachta ann (da bhforailtear in Acht OSMR 2022). Sa chomhthéacs sin,
mhaigh RTE go mbeidh sé rithabhachtach teorainneacha soiléire a bhunu ar iompar na n-ardan
ceannasach amhail tosaiocht sa rangu chun éiceachéras mean ata cothrom agus iomaioch a chotha,
agus rochtain chothrom ag solathraithe abhair mean ar thomhais lucht féachana/éisteachta agus ar
mhéadracht rannphairtiochta usaideoiri deiridh a chinntiu.

Breithnit agus freagra Choimisitn na Mean:

Tuigimid an tabhacht a bhaineann leis an earnail léiriuichain neamhspleach do na tionscail
chruthaitheacha in Eirinn, agus taimid tiomanta do thacaiocht a thabhairt di trinar scéim maoinitichain
clair, Fuaim & Fis. Agus tagairt a déanamh don earnail léirilichain sa dréacht-Raiteas Straitéise,
measaimid go dtuigtear go bhfuil Iéiriu neamhspleach san direamh agus, ar an gcuis sin, ni dhearnamar
tagairt do ar leithligh. Tabharfar aghaidh ar oibriochtu ar dtacaiochta don earnail léiriichain, lena n-
airitear Iéirii neamhspleéch, tri chlair oibre bhliantula a fhoilseofar ar ar suiomh gréasain.

Aontaimid gur earra poibli rithabhachtach é timpeallacht iontaofa a bheith ann do na meain, lena n-
airitear iriseoireacht neamhspleach ardchaighdeain. Ta ar dtiomantas do thirdhreach iontaofa mean
sainraite inar bhfis, agus inar gcur in il maidir le cén chuma a d’fhéadfadh a bheith ar na torthai
straitéiseacha, ‘Daonlathas’ agus ‘Sabhailteacht Phoibli’ sa chleachtas (‘meastar gur foinsi iontaofa
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abhair iad eagraiochtai Mean Seirbhise Poibli agus solathraithe rialailte eile’; ‘Déanann daoine abhar
6 fhoinsi iontaofa faisnéise a lorg, a shainaithint agus a idiu, rud a chuireann go dearfach leis an tslainte
agus leis an tsabhailteacht phoibli’).

Leagtar amach go soiléir freisin ar dtiomantas do thionscnaimh litearthachta agus oideachais sna meain
a mhaoiniu agus a chur chun cinn ionas gur féidir le lucht féachana idirdhealt a dhéanamh idir foinsi
iontaofa faisnéise (ar line agus ar fud na mean uile) faoin uirlis seachadta, ‘An Pobal a Chumhachtu
agus ag Tacu leis an bPobal’.

Ta ar dtiomantas d’irisecireacht neamhspleach agus neamhchlaonta a chothu soiléir faoin uirlis
seachadta, “Ag Tacu le hEarnail na Mean in Eirinn agus i a Fhorbairt” agus déanfar é a oibriochtu trinar
gclair oibre bhlianttla, agus go héirithe trid an Scéim Tuairiscithe Daonlathais Aititil agus Scéim
Tuairiscithe na gCuirteanna a éilionn nach moér d’iarrataséiri ar mhaoiniu a bheith ina n-eintitis rialailte
(i.e. arna rial ag an gCoimisiun né ag Comhairle an Phreasa).

Ba cheart a thabhairt faoi deara, sa Bhrollach a ghabhann leis an Raiteas Straitéise deiridh, go bhfuil
tagairt shainraite déanta againn don tabhacht a bhaineann le hiriseocireacht neamhspleach
ardchaighdeain agus le cruthu abhair. Ta sé curtha in il go soiléir againn freisin go bhfuilimid tiomanta
do bheith ag obair chun a chinntii go mbeidh na huirlisi agus na scileanna ag daoine chun tuiscint a
fhail ar an gcaoi a gcruthaitear abhar mean agus ar an gcaoi a gcuireann cinealacha éagsula seirbhisi
abhar mean i lathair doibh.

Aithnimid go bhfuil infheictheacht abhair seirbhise poibli agus PSM tabhachtach ar bhonn nios leithne
do thodhchai na hearnala agus da lucht féachana/éisteachta. Déantar tagairt fhorleathan dar
dtiomantas d’fhorbairt earnail na mean amach anseo, ata sainithe i dtéarmai leathana, sa Raiteas
Straitéise, go hairithe faoin uirlis seachadta, ‘Ag Tacu le hEarnail na Mean in Eirinn agus i a Fhorbairt’.
Da réir sin, ni mheastar go bhfuil ga le haon athru breise sa Raiteas Straitéise.

Téama 5: Cumarsaid, Comhairliutchan, Comhar

Bardulacha 6 fhreagroiri:

Mhol Technology Ireland go gcuirfi tiomantas do chumarsaid shoiléir leis an Raiteas Straitéise deiridh,
lena n-airitear gealltanas dul i gcomhairle le foilseachain amhail dréacht-treoracha, doiciméid straitéise
agus clair oibre bhlianttla. Mhol an tUdaras Naisitnta Michumais gur cheart go léireodh ar Raiteas
Straitéise deiridh ar dtiomantas cloi leis an Treoir maidir le hinrochtaineacht Gréasain agus leis an Acht
um Theanga Chomharthaiochta na hEireann, 2017.

D’ardaigh roinnt freagrairi an cheist maidir le gniomhaiochtai comhoibriocha an Choimisiuin freisin:
e  Chuir Local Ireland a ndéchas in iul go n-oibreoimid i gcomhar le Comhairle an Phreasa.
o D’aitigh Technology Ireland gur cheart go soiléireofai sa Raiteas Straitéise deiridh cathain, agus
cén bonn ar a bhfuil an Coimisiun ag obair le rialtéiri eile.
e  Chuir an Coimisiun Toghchain in iul go bhféadfadh an da eagraiocht oibritl i gcomhar lena chéile
i réimsi amhail taighde, tionscnaimh oideachais agus i gcomhthéacs ar gclar oibre faoi seach
a bhaineann le daonlathas, muinin agus sabhailteacht phoibli.

Breithnit agus freagra Choimisiun na Mean:

Léiritear ar dtiomantas do chumarsaid shoiléir agus éifeachtach sa dréacht-Raiteas Straitéise. Ina
theannta sin, mar ata leagtha amach roimhe seo sa Fhreagra seo ar Chomhairliuchan, taimid ag
leanuint le feabhas a chur ar inrochtaineacht ar n-acmhainni cumarsaide, lena n-airitear tri theanga
chomharthaiochta a sholathar chun tacu le fisedin faisnéise, agus sheolamar ar suiomh gréaséin nua
le déanai a dearadh de réir na dTreoirlinte maidir le hinrochtaineacht Abhair ar an nGréasan.

Taimid tiomanta do chomhairliichan lenar bpairtithe leasmhara, agus déantar tagairt dé sin go sainraite

faoin uirlis seachadta, ‘Eintitis Rialailte a Thabhairt chun Cuntais’. O bunaiodh muid, ta4 go leor
doiciméad amhail Céid, abhair threoracha agus orduithe tobhaigh ina n-abhar do phroisis
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chuimsitheacha chombhairliichain. Ta dréachti ar Raitis Straitéise bunaithe ar rannphairtiocht
fhorleathan pairtithe leasmhara, lena n-airitear an proiseas comhairlitchain phoibli seo. Rachaimid i
gcomhairle freisin maidir le gach Raiteas Straitéise a bheidh ann amach anseo. Déanfar ar gclair oibre
a ailinii go hiomlan lenar Raitis Straitéise agus foilseofar iad ar ar suiomh gréasain. Taimid an-
trédhearcach faoin gcaoi a dtéimid i gcomhairle, agus ta ar dTreoirlinte Comhairlitichain ar fail anseo.

Aithniodh inar ndréacht-Raiteas Straitéise nach bhfuil na torthai straitéiseacha ata san aireamh ann go
direach faoinar smacht. Ar an abhar sin, ta sé rithabhachtach go n-oibrimid le pairtithe leasmhara agus
le comhrialtéiri chun tionchar a bheith againn ar rannphairtithe i dtirdhreach na mean sa chaoi go
ndéanfai athrd. Inar n-uirlis seachadta, ‘Comhar agus Comhoibriu le haghaidh Tionchair’, sainaithnitear
na comhlachtai reachtula a bhfuilimid ag obair go dldth leo in Eirinn, agus leagtar béim freisin ar ar
rannphairtiocht chomhoibrioch leis an gCoimisiin Eorpach, le Comhordaitheoiri Seirbhisi Digiteacha
agus le rialtéiri mean i mBallstéit eile. | gcdsanna airithe, td comhaontuithe i scribhinn againn maidir
leis an gcaoi a n-oibreoidh ar socruithe comhoibritheacha agus comhoibriocha go praiticiuil, agus ta
sonrai futhu sin ar fail go poibli?.

Taimid ag teacht leis an gCoimisitin Toghchain maidir le hoscailteacht do chomhar agus chuirfimis failte
roimh dheis chun a chuid moltai a fhiosru tuilleadh. Sa chomhthéacs sin, ta an dréacht-Raiteas
Straitéise tugtha cothrom le data againn chun tagairt shainraite a dhéanamh dé faoin uirlis seachadta,
‘Comhar agus Comhoibriu le haghaidh Tionchair’.

Oibrimid go dluth le Comhairle an Phreasa, go hairithe i gcomhthéacs na Scéime Tuairiscithe
Daonlathais Aititil agus Scéim Tuairiscithe na gCuirteanna, agus taimid ag tnuth le bheith ag comhoibriu
leo tuilleadh feadh théarma ar Raitis Straitéise.

Téama 6: An Ghaeilge agus cultir na hEireann

Barulacha 6 fhreagroiri:

Mhol Léiritheoiri Scaileain na hEireann go bhféadfai béim nios mé a chur ar chur chun cinn chultdr na
hEireann, agus d’iarr siad go gcuirfi straitéis in iul chun cultar na hEireann agus tallann chruthaitheach
na hEireann a chur chun cinn ar an scailean. Mhol siad go leaséfai ar raiteas misin chun an téacs a
bhfuil line faoi a chur san aireamh anseo: “Déanaimid tirdhreach mean ata mar bhonn agus mar thaca
ag cearta buntsacha, a chuireann cultdr na hEireann chun cinn agus a chothaionn sochai oscailte,
dhaonlathach agus iolraioch a riall, a fhorbairt agus tacaimid leis”. Mhol siad freisin go bhféadfai an
téacs seo a leanas faoin toradh, ‘Cultir na hEireann agus na Medin’, a leasu leis an méid a leanas a
bhfuil line faoi: ‘Abhar a chuireann cultir na hEireann chun cinn agus a léirionn go leor gnéithe agus
éagsulacht na sochai ata ag fas, lena n-airitear abhar ata inrochtana do chach, agus ina dtugtar aird ar
leith ar an nGaeilge, agus ar lucht féachana nideoige 6 thaobh cultiir de’. Maidir leis an bpointe urchair
deiridh sin, mhol Audiovisual Ireland go bhféadfadh sé seo a bheith oscailte don mhithuiscint gur nideoig
chultartha i an Ghaeilge.

Faoin gceannteideal, ‘Taighde agus Béim Amach Anseo’, mhol Léiritheoiri Scaileain na hEireann go
ndéanfai taighde maidir leis an ioncam trachtala a ghintear i dtirdhreach na mean in Eirinn, agus a
mhéid ata na daoine a ghineann an t-ioncam sin ag cur le cultdr agus abhar scaileain na hEireann do
lucht féachana na hEireann, a ionchorpri mar réimse breise taighde.

Ar deireadh, ta4 sé molta ag Audiovisual Ireland gur ga aird nios mé a thabhairt ar dbhar Gaeilge. Go
sonrach, molann sé go gcuirfeadh an Coimisiun forbairt, léiril agus seachadadh abhair Ghaeilge chun

1 Féach, mar shampla, AA-CONNECT-Coimisiun-na-Mean.pdf agus

20240523 GOSRN-Suiomh-St-on-Reg-Coherance ENG DMB.pdf agus

Comhaontu & shinit ag an Udaras um Chaighdeain Fhdgraiochta (USB) le Coimisitin na Mean — Coimisitin na Mean

13

'///(/’i Coimisiun
= lll\\\ na Mean


https://www.cnam.ie/ga/maidir-le/an-meid-a-dheanaimid/comhairliuchain/treoirlinte-comhairliuchain/
https://www.cnam.ie/app/uploads/2023/10/AA-CONNECT-Coimisiun-na-Mean.pdf
https://www.cnam.ie/app/uploads/2024/05/20240523_GOSRN-Position-St-on-Reg-Coherance_ENG_DMB.pdf
https://www.cnam.ie/advertising-standards-authority-signs-agreement-with-coimisiun-na-mean-to-cooperate-on-matters-of-common-interest-relating-to-advertising-and-commercial-marketing-communication/

cinn chun cultar agus oidhreacht na hEireann a thaispedint don phobal trinar dtionscnaimh
mhaoiniuchain reatha a leathnu. Agus an moladh sin @ dhéanamh aige, cuireann sé in iul go bhféadfai
€ sin a chumhdach i gclair oibre bhliantala an Choimisiuin.

Breithnit agus freagra Choimisiun na Mean:

Ta cur chun cinn chultar na hEireann larnach dar gcuid oibre, agus is ar an gcuis sin ata Cultir na
hEireann agus na Meain aitheanta againn mar cheann dar sé thoradh straitéiseacha. Taimid tiomanta
do thirdhreach mean a fhorbairt a Iéirionn agus a mhuanlaionn cé muid féin mar shochai. Mar fhreagra
ar na pointi a rinneadh faoin téama seo, airitear sa Raiteas Straitéise deiridh an t-athru seo a leanas a
bhfuil line faoi: ‘Cuireann an t-abhar cultir na hEireann chun cinn, léirionn sé an iliomad gnéithe agus
éagsulacht na sochai ata ag fas, lena n-airitear an ga ata le habhar ata inrochtana do chach agus a
thugann aird ar leith ar an nGaeilge, chomh maith le lucht féachana/éisteachta nideoige 6 thaobh cultuir
de’. Is fid a lua go leithdhaileann ar scéim mhaoinitchain, Fuaim & Fis, nios mé na 25% den mhaoiniu
iomlan ar chlair Ghaeilge, agus taimid tiomanta i gcénai do thacaiocht a thabhairt d’abhar Gaeilge le
linn shaolré an Raitis Straitéise seo.

Tugaimid dar n-aire an smaoineamh taighde a mhol Léiritheoiri Scaileain na hEireann, agus déanfaimid
€ sin a mheas tuilleadh i gcomhthéacs thorbairt ar Straitéise Taighde.

Téama 7: IS agus deiseanna agus dushlain eile ata ag teacht chun cinn
Barulacha 6 fhreagroiri:
Leag freagrairi béim ar roinnt deiseanna agus dushlain ata ag teacht chun cinn, lena n-airitear:

o Intleacht Shaorga (IS)

Chuir RTE in idl an rél claochlaitheach a bheidh ag IS i munlu thirdhreach na mean agus an chaoi a
bhfuil sé ag éiri larnach i dtairgeadhléirit, scaipeadh agus Usaid abhair. Sa chomhthéacs sin, lorg sé
nios mé sonrai maidir leis an intleacht shaorga a chomhthathu sa chreat rialala, agus chuir sé in iul go
mbeidh g4 le rialacha breise agus réitigh theicniula bhreise chun foinsi an dbhair a ghintear leis an
intleacht shaorga a riand go hiontaofa. Mhol sé go bhféadfai nios mé sonrai a direamh sa Raiteas
Straitéise deiridh maidir le bearta beartais chun céras faisnéise slaintiuil ar line a chothu, lena n-airitear
tri chosainti iriseoireachta a chinntiu.

Ar an gcaoi chéanna, d’iarr Mediahuis go mbeimis réamhghniomhach maidir le himpleachtai IS ginitunai
do thodhchai thirdhreach na mean in Eirinn a aithint agus a bhainistit, agus d’iarr Local Ireland dearbh
go bhfuil an Coimisiun go hiomlan ar an eolas faoi bhagairti agus deiseanna IS agus conas is féidir i a
usaid mar uirlis chun leas ha mean gan muinin a chur i mbaol.

o Sabhailteacht iriseoiri ar line

D’iarr Mediahuis ar an gCoimisiun athbhreithniu a dhéanamh ar chasanna ina bhfuil forlui idir
feidhmeanna a bhaineann le sabhailteacht agus diobhail ar line agus saincheisteanna a bhaineann le
bagairti agus mi-usaid a bhionn roimh iriseoiri ar line.

o Treoir Sheirbhisi na Mean Closamhairc (AVYMSD)

Chuir Léiritheoiri Scaileain na hEireann in itl an tabhacht a bhaineann lenar n-uirlis seachadta ‘Rl
Ceannasach a Imirt i gCreat Rialala na hEorpa’. Sa chomhthéacs sin, tharraing siad aird ar aimhrialtacht
sa dréacht-Raiteas Straitéise inar tagraiodh don TSMC sa ghluais ach nar tagraiodh di sa dréacht-
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Raiteas Straitéise. D’iarr Sky Ireland soiléireacht freisin maidir lenar seasamh i ndail leis an bplé até ar
na bacain ar leibhéal an AE maidir le AVMSD a athoscailt in 2025/2026.

o Deiseanna taighde

Leagadh béim i roinnt de na haighneachtai ar dheiseanna féideartha taighde don Choimisiun, né don
Choimisiun i gcomhar le pairtithe leasmhara eile.

Mhol RTE, mar shampla, gur cheart duinn taighde margaidh domhain a dhéanamh ar thirdhreach na
mean (e.g. patriin tomhaltais, treochtai ata ag teacht chun cinn) a chumasédh ceapadh beartais
bunaithe nios mé ar fthianaise, agus mhol an Coimisitin Toghchain go bhféachfaimis ar smaointe agus
réitigh taighde a roinnt leo ar réimsi leasa choitinn.

Mar a leagadh amach nios luaithe, mhol an tUdaras Naisitnta Michumais go ndéanfaimis taighde ar
ionadaiocht agus léirit daoine faoi mhichumas sna meain chraolta.

Breithnit agus freagra Choimisitn na Mean:

Taimid airdeallach ar luas tapa an athraithe i dtirdhreach na mean, agus ar thionchar dairire agus
féideartha IS ar an gcaoi a ndéantar abhar a |éirid, a dhaileadh agus a thomhailt. Tuigimid go bhfuil sé
d’acmhainn ag an intleacht shaorga dul chun tairbhe d’Usaideoiri, agus go bhfuil rioscai ag baint Iéi
freisin. Ni mor duinn a chinntid nach ndéanfaidh teacht chun cinn cinealacha nua seirbhisi abhair, na
athruithe ar an gcaoi a n-oibritear na seirbhisi ata ann cheana, diobhail dar gcearta bunusacha na dar
sochai féin.

| bhfianaise an réil a d’fhéadfadh a bheith ag IS maidir le tirdhreach na mean a mhanld, aontaimid gur
cheart aird nios follasai a thabhairt uirthi sa Raiteas Straitéise deiridh. Da réir sin, ta tagairt d6 curtha
san aireamh againn faoinar n-uirlis seachadta, ‘Taighde agus Béim Amach Anseo’. Déanann ar
mBrollach, a ghabhann leis an Raiteas Straitéise nuashonraithe agus a leagann sios an bealach dar
gcuid oibre, tagairt freisin do na deiseanna agus na dushlain a bhaineann leis an intleacht shaorga.

Taimid ar an eolas faoin tsaincheist a bhaineann le hiriseoiri a bheith ag dirid ar bhagairti agus ar mhi-
usaid ar line agus tuigimid gur abhar mér imni é d’iriseoiri aonair agus don earnail i gcoitinne. Ta an t-
abhar imni sin againn araon. Déanfaimid é sin a mheas tuilleadh mar chuid den phréiseas chun ar gclair
oibre bhliantula a fhorbairt agus chun an creat sabhdilteachta ar line a chur chun feidhme.

Gabhaimid buiochas le Léiritheoiri Scaileain na hEireann as ar n-aird a tharraingt ar an aimhrialtacht
maidir leis an AVMSD. Fagadh é sin ar lar 6n dréacht-Raiteas Straitéise agus t4 sé san aireamh anois
faoin uirlis seachadta, ‘Rél Ceannasach a Imirt sa Chreat Rialala Eorpach’.

Tugaimid dar n-aire na deiseanna taighde a mhol freagroiri agus déanfaimid tuilleadh machnaimh orthu
i gcomhthéacs fhorbairt ar Straitéise Taighde.

Téama 8: Cur Chun Feidhme na Straitéise

Bardtlacha 6 fhreagroiri:

Rinne roinnt freagrairi tagairt do chur chun feidhme an Raitis Straitéise.

Mhol Technology Ireland, mar shampla, gur cheart don Choimisiun Clar Oibre achomair a fhorbairt do
2025 agus 2026 a rachadh sé i gcombhairle leis go poibli ina leith. Ar an gcaoi chéanna, mhol RTE go
solathréimis nios mé sonrai, agus go gcuirfimis feabhas ar an mbéim, ar na céimeanna agus ar na
hamlinte maidir le cur chun feidhme. Mhol Technology Ireland ann go bhfoilseofai an creat
forfheidhmithe, mar a thagraitear dé sa dréacht-Raiteas Straitéise, in éineacht leis na tascairi
cailiochtula agus cainniochtila a dhéanfar a rianu agus a ndéanfar monatoéireacht orthu thar shaolré
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an phlean. Agus tagairt shonrach & déanamh don uirlis seachadta ‘Eintitis Rialailte a Thabhairt chun
Cuntais’, d’iarr siad tuilleadh soiléireachta maidir leis na priomhghniomhaiochtai a sainaithniodh
(amhail Coid agus Rialacha) agus maidir leis an gcaoi a gcuirfear chun feidhme iad tri phleananna oibre
foirmiula né tri dhoiciméid riosca, beartais agus tosaiochta ar leithligh ionas gur féidir leis an tionscal a
chinntit go dtuigeann sé an bealach is fearr chun comhlionadh a chinntit agus conas a Usaidfidh an
Coimisiun na gniomhaiochtai sin.

Breithnit agus freagra Choimisiun na Mean:

Mar a leagadh amach nios luaithe sa doiciméad seo, ta dréachti an Raitis Straitéise seo bunaithe ar
chéim rannphairtiochta pairtithe leasmhara agus, le déanai, ar phroiseas comhairliichain phoibli.
Rachaimid i gcomhairle, ina dhiaidh sin, le gach Raiteas Straitéise a bheidh ann amach anseo. Os rud
é go mbeidh &r gclair oibre bhliantdla ailinithe go hiomlan lenér Raitis Straitéise, ni mheasaimid go
bhfuil sé riachtanach na cui dul i gcomhairle ar leithligh leo sin.

Téaimid tiomanta dar gclair oibre bhliantula a fhoilsil, agus ta an Raiteas Straitéise nuashonraithe againn
chun é sin a shoiléiriu. Foilseofar ar gClar Oibre 2025 i gcomhthrath le foilsiu ar Raitis Straitéise deiridh,
2025 go 2027. Déanfaimid monatoireacht agus measunu réamhghniomhach ar dhul chun cinn maidir
leis an Raiteas Straitéise seo, agus ta soiléirit tugtha againn ar an rin ata againn tuairisc a thabhairt
ar thorthai agus ar éifeachtacht an Raitis Straitéise seo inar gcéad Raiteas Straitéise eile.
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3. Na chéad chéimeanna eile

Tugadh an dréacht-Raiteas Straitéise cothrom le data chun na leasuithe ata leagtha amach sa Fhreagra
seo ar Chomhairliichan a léirit. Foilseofar an Raiteas Straitéise deiridh ar ar suiomh gréasain an 13
Marta 2025.

Chun a chinntiu go mbeidh priomhghnéithe na Straitéise chomh hinrochtana agus is féidir do lucht léite
chomh héagstuil agus is féidir, foilseofar leagan Béarla soiléir den Achoimre Fheidhmeach mar
dhoiciméad ar leithligh an la céanna.

| bhfianaise an aiseolais a fuarthas thuas maidir le cur chun feidhme, foilseofar ar gClar Oibre do 2025
an la céanna, agus foilseofar ar gclair oibre 2026 agus 2027 in am tratha.
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Aguisin

Aighneacht thar ceann: Audiovisual Ireland

Question 1: The proposed Mission and Values of An Coimisiun are set out on page 8 of the draft
Strategy Statement. Please share your views on these and the extent to which you feel they
explain what we do (our mission) and our ambitions for the future (vision)?

The proposed Mission and Values of An Coimisiun as set out in the draft Strategy Statement clearly
explain what it does and its future ambitions and are very credible. The clear commitment to supporting
democracy and democratic values is particularly welcome and important in the current environment
when democracy faces unprecedented challenges.

Question 2: Our proposed Strategic outcomes are on pages 8 to 10. Do you think they are
appropriate in the context of our role and the environment in which we are operating?

The proposed Strategic outcomes are appropriate in the context of An Coimisiun’s role and the
environment in which it is operating. Many of the Strategic outcomes are dependent on the sector being
well-resourced and having full editorial and creative independence. This ultimately depends on the
sector being economically viable and commercially successful. This should be reflected in the Strategic
outcomes. The Irish language merits a stand-alone sentence in the Strategic outcomes. The current
wording (below) could be interpreted as implying the Irish language is culturally niche. This wording
would create a misleading impression as An Coimisiun is very supportive of the Irish language so it
should be amended. “Content that reflects the many facets and growing diversity of society, including
content that is accessible to all, and where special attention is paid to the Irish language, and to culturally
niche audiences”.

Question 3: Is there any particular area of work you would like to see us pursuing under one or
more of the proposed Strategic outcomes?

The Strategic outcomes should include objectives that will contribute to the sector’s economic viability.
While in some cases the measures required will be outside An Coimisiun’s direct remit, it should
advocate for their implementation. One example is digital piracy, which is a significant threat to the
economic viability of content creators in the screen sector as well as to employment and to Exchequer
tax revenue. The EU Intellectual Property Office’s Executive Director has highlighted how “copyright
infringement in the digital era remains a very serious concern and a direct threat to the creative
industries in Europe.” The Office’s latest research estimates that pirated film and television content was
accessed some 21.48 billion times annually by EU based internet users. According to Parks Associates,
the value of pirated video services accessed by pay-TV and non-pay-TV consumers was estimated at
$67 billion globally annually. The situation is proportionately at least as bad in Ireland. Additional
resources need to be allocated within An Garda Siochana to combat digital piracy through increased
investigation and prosecution, thereby building on their recent successful prosecutions of resellers of
pirated content. The Outcomes can intersect. For instance, the recent global success of ‘An Cailin Ciuin’
and ‘Kneecap’ highlights an international appetite for quality Irish language content and provides an
opportunity to showcase Irish culture. However digital piracy steals income from the creators of this
content and undermines their financial viability. Hence addressing digital piracy helps Irish language
content creation.

Question 4: Are there any additional priorities which you think should be considered for
inclusion in the final Strategy Statement?

An Coimisiun has a role as a thought leader for the sector and can independently research important
priority issues and, as appropriate, advocate for them. The detail does not necessarily have to feature
in the final Strategy Statement, but it should incorporate the themes and the detail can be covered in
the work programme. Such issues include the following and supplementary material will be sent to An
Coimisiun to explain more fully. Supporting Irish creative talent and attracting inward production:
Promote funding adequate to support Irish creative talent and to attract inward production by
benchmarking Screen Ireland's resources (current and capital) against that provided to similar agencies
in comparable countries. Tax Incentives: Conduct a study to explore introducing a Section 481 tax credit
incentive uplift for producers based in Gaeltacht areas. Conduct a study to explore the scope to

18

’”/(/ S, Coimisiun
= lll\\ na Mean



6

=4

N

=

W

introduce a visual effects (VFX) specific measure in Budget 2026 as mentioned in the Minister for
Finance’s Budget 2025 speech. Regional Production and Skills Development: Encourage additional
investment in regional skills development and production, including interim funding to bridge the gap
until new regionally focused Section 481 measures are developed. Irish Language Content: Promote
the development, production and delivery of Irish language content to showcase Irish culture and
heritage by expanding An Coimisiun ‘s current funding initiatives. Public Service Broadcasting: Explore
how to best reform the funding of public service media and content production to fully address the needs
of Irish audiences in the current media and audiovisual production and distribution landscape.

Additional Documentation / Info Received
N/A
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Aighneacht thar ceann: Independent Radio and TV Producer

Question 1: The proposed Mission and Values of An Coimisitin are set out on page 8 of the draft
Strategy Statement. Please share your views on these and the extent to which you feel they
explain what we do (our mission) and our ambitions for the future (vision)?

No response.

Question 2: Our proposed Strategic outcomes are on pages 8 to 10. Do you think they are
appropriate in the context of our role and the environment in which we are operating?
No response.

Question 3: Is there any particular area of work you would like to see us pursuing under one or
more of the proposed Strategic outcomes?

Within the aim to have 'an economically sustainable Irish media sector', CnaM could do a lot more to
support independent radio producers, who typically work alone or in small companies. Screen
Producers Ireland (SPI) is funded by a large number of independent television production companies
and can employ full-time staff. The independent radio production sector is much smaller and does not
have the resources to employ legal advisors or representatives who would negotiate terms and
conditions with the national broadcaster. It is invidious for individual producers, who are also suppliers
of programmes and therefore dependent on commissions from the broadcaster, to negotiate on behalf
of the sector. In past years independent radio producers had AIRPI (Association of Independent Radio
Producers of Ireland) which ran training sessions and attempted to do some negotiation with RTE on
members' behalf. The organisation was unsustainable as it received limited financial support from the
BAI, was too small to employ staff, and survived only by voluntary input by members. Inevitably, this
was unsustainable.

Question 4: Are there any additional priorities which you think should be considered for
inclusion in the final Strategy Statement?
No response.

Additional Documentation / Info Received
N/A
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Aighneacht thar ceann: Local Ireland (RNPAI)

Question 1: The proposed Mission and Values of An Coimisiun are set out on page 8 of the draft
Strategy Statement. Please share your views on these and the extent to which you feel they
explain what we do (our mission) and our ambitions for the future (vision)?

Local Ireland supports the proposed mission and values as outlined in the draft Strategy Statement.
The key issue for local news publishers in print and online is sustainability based on trust. The basis for
supporting local news publishers is the value they bring to communities in terms of social cohesion, as
forums for democratic debate and as platforms of record for the administration of justice; they reflect all
aspects of social activity, including sport and culture. With regard to children, media literacy should be
taught in schools to mitigate the negative effects of social media, where disinformation and deliberate
misinformation is rife.

Question 2: Our proposed Strategic outcomes are on pages 8 to 10. Do you think they are
appropriate in the context of our role and the environment in which we are operating?

As stated in the answer to Q1, media literacy is key to raising awareness about the need for trusted
media sources and where they can be found. In terms of democracy, greater public awareness of the
vital democratic role of public service content providers is very important in creating an environment
where public funds are used to support publishers and broadcasters. Editorial independence is critical
to trust, as is freedom of expression within the boundaries of ethical and legal reporting. We
acknowledge the need for publishers to be open to scrutiny and would hope the Coimisitin will work
collaboratively and productively with the Press Council. Local Ireland publishers are committed to
reflecting inclusion and diversity in their coverage

Question 3: Is there any particular area of work you would like to see us pursuing under one or
more of the proposed Strategic outcomes?

Local Ireland supports the delivery tools as outlined. In terms of Research and Future Focus, it will be
important to be fully informed about the threats and opportunities of Al and how it can be used as a tool
to benefit media without jeopardising trust. In many respects, it is an extension of media literacy that
applies to the media industry and regulators, as well as the general public.

Question 4: Are there any additional priorities which you think should be considered for
inclusion in the final Strategy Statement?

Following the recommendations of the Future of Media Commission there has been a new impetus
created to support all public service content providers. The Coimisitn should ensure that there is a level
playing field for funding. Ring-fencing any sector for areas of fundamental editorial coverage at the
exclusion of another would create a significant imbalance in terms of competitiveness.

Additional Documentation / Info Received
N/A
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Aighneacht thar ceann: Mediahuis Ireland

Question 1: The proposed Mission and Values of An Coimisiun are set out on page 8 of the draft
Strategy Statement. Please share your views on these and the extent to which you feel they
explain what we do (our mission) and our ambitions for the future (vision)?

We agree with this important step by CnaM, as a new institution with an increased suite of powers and
obligations, to set out its Strategy Plan in an open and transparent way. While we welcome CnaM'’s
commitment to developing a media landscape that “underpins fundamental rights and fosters an open,
democratic and pluralistic society” and we look forward to working with CnaM to achieve this, it is
important to be clear about the parameters of CnaM’s remit. CnaM’s statutory powers and functions
include a broad remit to “ensure diversity” and “provide a regulatory environment that will sustain
independent and impartial journalism”, but its regulatory powers predominantly apply to broadcast and
audiovisual media service providers. CnaM does not regulate news publishers. There are references in
the Mission statement which indicate the potential for confusion and an unhelpful blurring of lines. We
have this out in more detail in our response to Question 2. It is important to emphasise that this is not
merely semantics, it is about the need for a clear understanding of CnaM’s role so that it can target its
attention and resources most appropriately and effectively. In this regard, it is vital that all relevant
stakeholders are fully and properly consulted. By way of observation, it is of some concern that at the
very start of this online submission process, when asked to select a category that best describes who
we are, there is no option that reflects the wider media such as news publishers.

Question 2: Our proposed Strategic outcomes are on pages 8 to 10. Do you think they are
appropriate in the context of our role and the environment in which we are operating?

CnaM'’s proposed strategic outcomes provide a useful structural framework within which CnaM can
work with stakeholders to ensure a vibrant and sustainable media landscape. However, as stated in our
response to Question 1, and perhaps unsurprisingly given the breadth of the responsibilities with which
CnaM has been tasked, there does appear to be a lack of clarity about the distinction between regulation
of certain media and support / development of the wider media landscape. For example, under the
Democracy heading one strategic outcome is stated to be, “Public Service organisations and other
regulated providers are seen as trusted sources of content” and under Irish Culture and Media an
outcome is “Public awareness of the value of the PSM organisations to Irish society”. However, under
Trust it states, “Details are provided by media organisations of all economic arrangements / payments
made, transparently and in an easily accessible manner. CnaM needs to be clear about its differing
roles in regulating certain media organisations (which will include PSM) and promoting and supporting
the wider media ecosystem, which will include public service content providers who do not otherwise
fall under CnaM's statutory remit. The Strategy Document needs to be precise and consistent in its use
of terminology such as “PSM”, “public service content providers”, “media landscape” and “media
organisations” so that, in turn, CnaM'’s policy development and stakeholder engagement is clear about
the different issues and varied perspectives that need to be considered.

Question 3: Is there any particular area of work you would like to see us pursuing under one or
more of the proposed Strategic outcomes?

Mediahuis Ireland encourages CnaM to immediately engage with stakeholders about what types of
support schemes (both in substance and in delivery mechanism) will be necessary to help media to
continue providing a meaningful and sustainable role as public service content providers. While
welcome, the support schemes introduced to date have proven to be unwieldy and difficult to
operationalise. In keeping with our earlier observations about the line of division between CnaM'’s
regulatory and support roles, we would repeat that ChaM needs to ensure that consideration of the
challenges faced by the media sector and the supports that can assist them is framed much more
broadly than PSBs and in particular, RTE. The national broadcaster is a vital part of our national media
and is clearly a key regulatory function for CnaM, but it should not dominate the debate about ensuring
a diverse and sustainable media landscape.

Question 4: Are there any additional priorities which you think should be considered for
inclusion in the final Strategy Statement?

CnaM will need to be proactive in identifying and managing the implications of generative Al for the
future of the Irish media landscape. We have made separate submissions to CnaM on this issue as part
of its consultation on media plurality. We would also suggest that CnaM should look at how its separate
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functions relating to online safety and harm overlap with issues relating to threats and abuse that
journalists face online. A more proactive approach by CnaM on this issue would be welcome.

Additional Documentation / Info Received
N/A
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Aighneacht thar ceann: MPC-TV

Question 1: The proposed Mission and Values of An Coimisiun are set out on page 8 of the draft
Strategy Statement. Please share your views on these and the extent to which you feel they
explain what we do (our mission) and our ambitions for the future (vision)?

The Mission and Values are properly formulated. No other comments.

Question 2: Our proposed Strategic outcomes are on pages 8 to 10. Do you think they are
appropriate in the context of our role and the environment in which we are operating?
Very appropriate. Spot on.

Question 3: Is there any particular area of work you would like to see us pursuing under one or
more of the proposed Strategic outcomes?

More support to local community TV broadcasters. There is only 2 licenced community TV stations in
Ireland and national broadcaster, RTE, has no capacity to showcase the beauty of diversity in our
modern, Irish localities and regions. Smalled, community TV stations are more flexible that huge
corporation like RTE and they should be supported. Diversity and Inclusion should be really supported
in Ireland to avoid any anti-social, racists behavior in the community. Licence fee should be reviewed
for small community TV station to create a thriving, inclusive and creative future broadcasting sector in
Ireland which not only promote huge corporation like RTE. There are plenty of talents in the rural Ireland,
journalists, technicians, producers and they have no places to work because RTE cannot take them
obviously. There should be more local community TV, like in other EU countries (Salzburg community
TV), and it is an absolute scandal that the national broadcaster, RTE is paying 300k + for the single
individual and they don't even come to the All Ireland RTE Drama Festival in Athlone to do a proper
broadcast! That is why Coimisium should support more smaller community based media organizations
but not only community radios because the most interesting nowadays in audio-visual broadcast, not
only radio! Look at the young people watching tiktok and youtube! They don't listen to local community
radio. Please check https://www.youtube.com/@MPC-TV and help smaller TV broadcasters to develop
- then we will have a thriving, inclusive, diversified media which showcase local beauty!

Question 4: Are there any additional priorities which you think should be considered for
inclusion in the final Strategy Statement?
As above.

Additional Documentation / Info Received
https://www.youtube.com/@MPC-TV
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Aighneacht thar ceann: National Disability Authority

Question 1: The proposed Mission and Values of An Coimisitin are set out on page 8 of the draft
Strategy Statement. Please share your views on these and the extent to which you feel they
explain what we do (our mission) and our ambitions for the future (vision)?

The NDA welcomes the proposed Mission and Vision of An Coimisiun, as set out in the draft Strategy
Statement. In particular, we consider as positive the focus on human rights and pluralism in the Mission
Statement. The NDA also welcomes the Commission’s proposed vision of a thriving, diverse, creative,
safe and trusted media landscape. However, we would suggest the Commission consider replacing the
word ‘diverse’ with ‘inclusive’. While diversity focuses on representation in the media, inclusion is about
building a media landscape that ensures everyone can participate, including people with disabilities. An
inclusive media landscape will also value diversity and seek to address the barriers experienced by
underrepresented groups, including disabled people.

Question 2: Our proposed Strategic outcomes are on pages 8 to 10. Do you think they are
appropriate in the context of our role and the environment in which we are operating?

The NDA welcomes the Strategic outcomes proposed by An Coimisiun. We particularly welcome the
standalone Strategic outcome on ‘Diversity and Inclusion’. We also welcome the focus on pluralism and
participation under the Strategic outcome on ‘Irish Culture & Media’.

Question 3: Is there any particular area of work you would like to see us pursuing under one or
more of the proposed Strategic outcomes?

The NDA recommends the work of Coimisiin na Mean reflect the provisions of the UN Convention on
the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, including the positive representation of and accessibility of media
services to persons with disabilities. Under the Strategic outcome on ‘Diversity and Inclusion’, the NDA
would therefore welcome updated research on the representation and portrayal of disabled people in
broadcast media. Published by the NDA and the former Broadcasting Commission of Ireland, the last
comprehensive study on this topic dates from 2009. The NDA also advises that the strategy statement
include a commitment to implementing the Commission’s ‘Gender, Equality, Diversity and Inclusion
Strategy’, which contains important initiatives concerning disabled people, and is not referenced in the
draft.

The NDA is aware that the quality of access services varies across different broadcasters, with access
users expressing the view that the figures supplied by broadcasters about meeting qualitative targets
are inaccurate. The NDA advises the Commission to outline steps it can take to strengthen the
monitoring of the quality of access services, with the participation of access users. One of the indicators
of success of the Strategic outcome on ‘Irish Culture and Media’ is content which is accessible to all. In
realising this, the NDA advises the Commission to follow a Universal Design approach in its work,
including its communications. We produced guidance materials — namely the ‘Customer
Communications Toolkit for Services to the Public - A Universal Design Approach 2023’ — which will
assist the Commission in this regard.

Question 4: Are there any additional priorities which you think should be considered for
inclusion in the final Strategy Statement?

The NDA advises that the Commission’s final Strategy Statement reflect its obligations to ensure
compliance with the Web Accessibility Directive (2023 Accessibility Score was 32.73%), Part 3 and 5 of
the Disability Act 2005 (target exceeded under Part 5) and the Irish Sign Language Act 2017 (section 8
contains specific obligations in respect of broadcasting). We also suggest that the Commission commits
to implementing relevant recommendations from the NDA's review of the Irish Sign Language Act 2017,
including to change the assessment of ISL targets from a 24-hour day to an 18-hour day (from 7am to
1am). Finally, the NDA advises the Commission to outline the steps it intends to take to meet its
obligations under the European Accessibility Act (EAA), which becomes applicable in June 2025 (as
outlined in Statutory Instrument 636/2023).

The EAA identifies the product and service features that must be accessible for persons with disabilities,
including equipment related to digital television services and access to audio-visual media services.
The EEA introduces specific accessibility requirements in respect of Electronic Programming Guides
and access services, which are directly linked to the work of the Commission. The harmonised
standards that underpin the EAA are also directly mapped to the ISO 9000 series of Quality
Management. The Commission has acknowledged that it has responsibilities regarding the EAA and
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notified that it will address these through a process separate to the Access Rules. The NDA
recommends that the strategic plan sets out the Commission’s plans in this respect.

Additional Documentation / Info Received
N/A
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Aighneacht thar ceann: RTE

Question 1: The proposed Mission and Values of An Coimisitin are set out on page 8 of the draft
Strategy Statement. Please share your views on these and the extent to which you feel they
explain what we do (our mission) and our ambitions for the future (vision)?

The values and aspirations outlined in its strategy are laudable and highly principled and the Strategy
provides a foundation for An Coimisiuin’s work to achieve them. There are opportunities however to
strengthen its impact to fully address the challenges that lie ahead in the Irish media environment. An
area where the commitment to courage could be strengthened would be to express a higher
commitment to action in the regulator's role as an advocate for change in the evolving media landscape.
An ambition of Coimisiin na Mean as the independent regulator should be to ensure that decisions
regarding funding of PSM, (and other media services), are made on an independent basis; the
significance of this is articulated within the provisions of both the EMFA and the FOMC report. The
Strategy’s commitment to diversity and inclusion is admirable however a recognition of the importance
of maintaining a plurality of views could be made clearer, on the basis that some opinions though not
strictly lawful may still have a value in fostering open civil discourse.

Question 2: Our proposed Strategic outcomes are on pages 8 to 10. Do you think they are
appropriate in the context of our role and the environment in which we are operating?

The ‘Irish Culture and Media’ could be framed as ‘a vibrant, sustainable Irish media sector’ and would
be a clearer expression of this goal. Not expressing economic sustainability as a standalone outcome
is a missed opportunity to address the long-term resilience and viability of the national media sector
more comprehensively.

Question 3: Is there any particular area of work you would like to see us pursuing under one or
more of the proposed Strategic outcomes?

Prominence codes are vital for ensuring the visibility of public service content and safeguarding the
social and democratic role of the media. Adequate prominence rules (provided for in the OSMR Act
2022) are urgently needed to enable users of online platforms and Al tools to directly access PSM
content /content of general interest, that is both properly attributed in terms of origin and for which the
content provider is adequately compensated. To foster a fair and competitive media ecosystem, it is
equally necessary to establish clear limits to behaviour of dominant platforms such as selfpreferencing
in ranking and to ensure equitable access by media content providers to audience measurements and
end-user engagement metrics. A detailed consideration at policy level of the threats and opportunities
presented by Al in the media sector is needed. In the context of generative Al, the existing copyright
framework is being challenged. Additional rules and technical solutions will be required to reliably trace
the sources of Al generated content. More on the development of policy measures to tackle existing
dependencies and foster a healthy online information ecosystem including by ensuring journalistic
protections. Increasing the visibility of high-quality independent journalism online. For example, the use
of labelling and trust indicators are measures which could help audiences in distinguishing trusted
sources of information.

Question 4: Are there any additional priorities which you think should be considered for
inclusion in the final Strategy Statement?
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Addressing the rapidly transformative role Al will play in both shaping the media landscape and the way
in which Al Technology tools are becoming integral to content production, dissemination, and
consumption. More detail on the integration of Al into the regulatory framework would be welcome. A
commitment to progress the proposed media levy for services which provide SVOD services here, as
accommodated within the AVMSD. A more developed commitment to undertake considered in-depth
market research on the media landscape, e.g. consumption patterns, emerging trends would add depth
and adaptability to this Strategy and would enable more evidence-based policy making. More explicit
assurances that as the independent media regulator in Ireland, the key aims of the EMFA are reflected
in terms of regulatory policies that preserve the sustainability and viability of PSM as well as its
independence. A stronger emphasis and more detail in articulating the steps and timelines for the
implementation of the Strategy would be welcome and would bolster its capacity to deliver meaningful
impact.

Additional Documentation / Info Received

N/A
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Aighneacht thar ceann: Technology Ireland, IBEC

Question 1: The proposed Mission and Values of An Coimisitin are set out on page 8 of the draft
Strategy Statement. Please share your views on these and the extent to which you feel they
explain what we do (our mission) and our ambitions for the future (vision)?

We welcome Coimisiun na Mean (CnaM) engaging with stakeholders, including industry, about the
goals it seeks to achieve via the enforcement of its Codes. We welcome CnaM’s commitment to: o a
risk-based approach, led by data and evidence; o exercise its powers in a fair, proportionate,
transparent, and consistent way; o regulate only as necessary in a democratic society in pursuit of
legitimate objectives set out in law. In relation to CnaM’s core ‘values’, although featured as aspects of
some of the values (‘trust’ and ‘integrity’), we respectfully suggest that the principles of transparency
and proportionality (particularly in terms of CnaM’s rules and application of the rules) are included as
either a distinct and separate value or are clearly included as core features of all the values. This will
ensure public trust in CnaM and that these principles are prioritised in everything CnaM does. The
Strategy Statement blends all pillars of regulation and blurs the lines between different regulatory
frameworks and the outer limits of CnaM’s role. The Vision, Mission and Outcomes should be clearly
tethered to CnaM’s legislative mandate and internal ‘pillar’ structure. Terminology should be clearer e.g.:
“‘media landscape” is a broad term that could include non-broadcast news and other services not
regulated by CnaM. “Online services” and “content” are also overly broad and vague terms.

Question 2: Our proposed Strategic outcomes are on pages 8 to 10. Do you think they are
appropriate in the context of our role and the environment in which we are operating?

The Statement outlines (at clause 1.3) that the approach of CnaM to regulation will be fair, proportionate,
transparent and consistent. We welcome detail on how this will be implemented in practice and what
measures will be put in place to ensure that these values are considered in every case that CnaM’s
objectives and strategy is enforced. A concise Work Programme (for 2025 & 2026) with clear timelines
outlining planned consultations or workshops would assist ChaM in achieving its objectives of
transparency and consistency. The presentation of ‘outcomes’ is overly generalized. Outcomes would
be better presented as a table to make it clear which outcome is relevant to each of CnaM’s regulatory
‘pillars’. Regulated entities need reassurance there are effective boundaries around each pillar and that
measures are in place to avoid ‘mission creep’ or regulatory overreach. e “Collaborating and
cooperating for impact” - It should be clear to regulated entities when and on what basis CnaM is
working with other regulators. e “Communications” - Should add a commitment to clear communications
with regulated entities and a ‘no surprises’ approach. This should include a commitment to consult on
draft guidance, strategy documents and annual work programme. In relation to CnaM’s tools and
‘Holding regulated entities to account’ we would welcome further information or documentation on
CnaM’s prioritisation principles. Elaborate a clearer sequence of engagement with regulated entities,
beginning with consultation on actionable guidance to aid compliance and ending with enforcement.
This would also avoid enforcement becoming the primary measure of success.

Question 3: Is there any particular area of work you would like to see us pursuing under one or
more of the proposed Strategic outcomes?

CnaM's approach to any future levying should be underpinned by a commitment to use funds levied
efficiently and avoid frivolous or unrelated costs which are not directly related to the regulation of a
service category under the DSA, TCOR or the OSMR. CnaM’s approach should be fully transparent, so
that providers have clarity on (i) what CnaM costs have been incurred and how they have been allocated
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across specific service categories, and (ii) how CnaM has ensured that it is relying on ‘like-for-like’ inputs
such as provider data (eg, their user number or EU-wide revenue) and thereby limiting the risk of
unequal treatment. CnaM’s approach should ensure that no one provider is paying a levy amount that
is unfair, unpredictable or puts it at a competitive disadvantage. CnaM should define a ‘total fee cap’ for
entities. In order to provide business certainty, CnaM should provide clearer timelines for the process
and allocation of their various proposed levy calculations. For those providers also required to pay a
supervisory fee to the European Commission, a situation should be avoided where service providers
are subject to higher or duplicated levies at a national level by CnaM than, for example, supervisory
fees under the DSA. While we respect the competencies of the European Commission and CnaM
depend on the circumstances of the particular case, there is a significant risk of ‘double charging’ of the
service providers concerned.

Question 4: Are there any additional priorities which you think should be considered for
inclusion in the final Strategy Statement?

We note that in relation to the ‘Holding Regulated Entities to Account’ tool, some key actions are
identified (such as Codes and Rules) and would welcome further clarity and transparency in relation to
how these will be implemented either through formal work plans or separate risk, policy and prioritisation
documents so that industry can ensure it understands the best means of ensuring compliance and how
CnaM will use these actions. Outlined documents and information should be published by CnaM so as
to properly ensure its regulatory powers and the principles of transparency and proportionality are being
applied to all investigations and decisions made. The ‘implementation framework’ references a
framework which is not published alongside this Strategy Statement. CnaM should commit to publishing
it; perhaps as its first Work Programme. The “qualitative and quantitative indicators that will be tracked
and monitored over the life of the plan” and related targets should also be public.

In the values section, consider the following: « “Trust” - This should be closely tied to the delivery tools
e.g. communications, governance and engagement with regulated entities. e “Courage” - Amend this
‘value’. It is not for regulators to take risks or to “challenge the status quo”. e “Impact” — We welcome
the setting of clear goals. This should be an annual Work Programme which CnaM consults on publicly.
e We recommend a value on “Operational Excellence” ensuring that CnaM has the appropriate
resources, skills, processes in place to facilitate the efficient running of CnaM’s operations.

Additional Documentation / Info Received

N/A
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Aighneacht thar ceann: Sky Ireland

Question 1: The proposed Mission and Values of An Coimisitin are set out on page 8 of the draft
Strategy Statement. Please share your views on these and the extent to which you feel they
explain what we do (our mission) and our ambitions for the future (vision)?

Sky Ireland supports the Vision and the Mission of An Coimisiun (CnaM) and in particular the Vision to
have a thriving, diverse and creative media landscape. CnaM should look at all media players and what
value they can add to support this Vision. Sky Ireland has a prominent role in the media sector in Ireland,
our investment in both current affairs, via our Sky News Desk correspondents, and original content
production brings greater diversity and creativity to the Irish media sector. For example, most recently
we produced ‘Blue Road - The Edna O'Brien Story’ which is a Sky Original supported by Screen Ireland.
Upcoming Irish content includes a three-part Boyzone documentary and a Chris O’'Dowd production
‘Small Town, Big Story’ which was filmed in Dubin and the South-East of the country. Both will premiere
in Dublin in Q1 2025. Sky Ireland’s position as a platform that brings together content from the Irish
PSBs, Sky Original content and content from other sources means we have an important stake in what
is needed to ensure a thriving, diverse and creative media landscape. It is critical that the position of
operators in the media sector are well understood, and taken into account, before any market
interventions are considered to support the industry; in particular those that would negatively impact
our content investment in Ireland.

Question 2: Our proposed Strategic outcomes are on pages 8 to 10. Do you think they are
appropriate in the context of our role and the environment in which we are operating?

Sky Ireland agrees with all six outcomes, however, we do recommend that additional points need to be
included. The fourth key outcome ‘Irish Culture & Media’ includes the objective of: ‘An economically
sustainable Irish media sector’. Sky Ireland views this as important point, particularly for commercial
television operators which are operating in an increasingly challenging environment; this is not just the
case in Ireland but across Europe. As CnaM will be aware from their online safety role, viewing patterns
and how people view content has changed drastically in the last decade. Sky is consistently innovating
to ensure we can deliver content in a way that meets customers’ expectations, e.g., recording capability,
on-demand capability, red-button, new user interfaces. This innovation, of course, comes at a cost to
Sky Group which operates in different markets, including Ireland, across Europe. Any rules or
regulations that are too prescriptive could jeopardise this innovation and they should be very carefully
considered. This is an even more acute issue for Sky Ireland where we are reliant on Sky Group
technology, and prescriptive rules for the Irish market as opposed to principle based rules, could
negatively impact product roll-out and updates for Irish audiences. Piracy of audio-visual content is
another area that needs to be addressed within the draft Strategy Statement, further detail on this topic
can be found in the following response for Question 3.

Question 3: Is there any particular area of work you would like to see us pursuing under one or
more of the proposed Strategic outcomes?

As CnaM will be aware, piracy of audiovisual content is an ongoing issue in Ireland and it has a
detrimental impact on the audiovisual industry. More must be done to tackle piracy in Ireland and protect
the media and content sector in Ireland. Sky Ireland believes that ChnaM must be a key driver in this
space, in particular to ensure it can deliver on its ‘Vision’ for a ‘thriving, diverse, creative, safe and
trusted media landscape’. In particular, any strategic objectives that CnaM has in relation to developing
the media sector and content development in Ireland has to include initiatives to tackle piracy. With that
in mind, Sky Ireland recommends that CnaM lengthens the first and second bullet point under Trust to
read as: o ‘Platforms take swift action to remove fraudulent content, including pirated content’ o ‘Public
awareness of the risks of online fraud, exploitation and scams and how to mitigate them, including the
risks of piracy of audiovisual content’ CnaM should note that audiovisual content providers are ready to
provide support in addressing piracy of audiovisual content. In particular, it would be beneficial if CnaM
could bring together key stakeholders within the industry to examine what actions can be taken to
address piracy.

Question 4: Are there any additional priorities which you think should be considered for
inclusion in the final Strategy Statement?

Sky Ireland fully supports the ‘Delivery tool’ of the ChaM aim of ‘Playing a Leading Role in the European
Regulatory Framework’. CnaM has an important role to play, this is particularly the case for the AVMSD,
which as CnaM, will know was only transposed in 2023 in Ireland. There will be discussions at an EU
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level regarding the reopening of the AVMSD in 2025/2026, CnaM should be conscious that due to late
transposition in Ireland and other Member States, Guidance and Rules are only now being implemented
by media operators. A reopening of the AVMSD would be premature, audiovisual media services need
a stable and flexible legal framework that drives investment. Stability is important for securing existing
financing mechanisms and giving stakeholders time to adapt to rules which were only recently
implemented in some Member States. It also means recognising the fact that stakeholders face a
multitude of national interpretations. While Flexibility is important for parties freedom to contract on
terms that make sense commercially. It also means being able to invest in and distribute content based
on consumer demand rather than quotas and/or investment obligations.

Additional Documentation / Info Received
N/A
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Aighneacht thar ceann: Screen Producers Ireland (1 of 2)

Question 1: The proposed Mission and Values of An Coimisitin are set out on page 8 of the draft
Strategy Statement. Please share your views on these and the extent to which you feel they
explain what we do (our mission) and our ambitions for the future (vision)?

In relation to the Vision and Mission, the Vision and Mission are both very welcome. We would suggest
the addition of the words "in Ireland" at the end of the Vision. The Mission, we believe, should include
"promotes Irish culture" after "underpins fundamental rights". In relation to the Vision, we hope that the
word "thriving" includes economically and culturally thriving in Ireland and that the word "creative"
includes a recognition of the role of the creative industries. The independent film and television
production sector is a central part of the creative industries in Ireland. For it to thrive, it needs recognition
both in the regulation and funding and development of media that Coimisiun Na Mean is tasked to
undertake. These include (i) Stable and properly resourced PSM funding, (ii) minimum PSM and other
media investment obligations, (iii) Terms of Trade with IP retention and (iv) Sound and Vision screen
content funding dedicated to independent producers.

Question 2: Our proposed Strategic outcomes are on pages 8 to 10. Do you think they are
appropriate in the context of our role and the environment in which we are operating?

In relation to "Strategic outcomes", Irish culture is mentioned in the heading of "Irish Culture and Media"
but "Irish Culture" is not referred to in the text. We welcome the reference to an economically sustainable
media sector and a production sector that reflects and delivers on the interests of Irish society. We
would suggest that, in the second bullet point after "production sector", the words "including the
independent production sector” be included. In the third bullet point under this heading, after the words
"Content that", we would suggest that the words "promotes Irish culture and" be added. The words
"culturally niche audiences" are very culturally limiting without a reference to Irish culture generally
earlier in the sentence

Question 3: Is there any particular area of work you would like to see us pursuing under one or
more of the proposed Strategic outcomes?

The areas of work that we would like to see Coimisiun Na Mean pursuing under one or more of the
strategic outcomes would include additions as follows; In relation to Supporting and Developing the
Irish Media Sector, the text is focussed on PSM organisations, commercial broadcasting and news and
current affairs content. All of this is very welcome and we suggest the addition of the word "production”
after "independent"” in the third sub-bullet point in bullet point number one. In bullet point number six,
after the words "news and current affairs" the words "documentary, drama, animation, factual and
entertainment screen content” might be added. In relation to Research and Future Focus, we would
suggest an additional area of research as follows: "We will conduct research in relation to the
commercial revenues generated in the media landscape in Ireland and the extent to which those
generating such revenues are contributing to Irish culture and screen content for Irish audiences"

Question 4: Are there any additional priorities which you think should be considered for
inclusion in the final Strategy Statement?

The role of Coimisiun Na Mean in promoting European Works and national works, including the 50%
quota for broadcasters and the 30% quota for on demand platforms and the prominence obligations, as
well as investment obligations and levies to promote the production of such works by independent
producers, is not mentioned in the Strategy Statement. It is worth noting that the Glossary in the Strategy
Statement refers to the AVMS Directive, which sets out these quotas and funding measures, but the
Strategy Statement itself contains no reference to the AVMS Directive. This is all the more important in
the context of the AVMS Directive being reviewed and updated by new legislation in 2026, in the lifetime
of this Strategy Statement. We would urge that the AVMS Directive and its policy priorities be specifically
referred to in the Strategy Statement, in addition to the OSMR Act.

Additional Documentation / Info Received
N/A
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Aighneacht thar ceann: Screen Producers Ireland (2 of 2)

Screen Producers Ireland represents over 200 independent production companies in the island of
Ireland. Independent producers produce audiovisual programmes for broadcasters and other media
service providers, distributors and exhibitors across many genres including scripted and unscripted.
The screen content includes feature films, TV drama series, documentaries and factual programming,
entertainment and reality programming, sport and childrens and animation content. Independent
producers produce almost five hundred hours of programming a year for RTE as well as much of the
programming on TG4 and programming for Virgin Media. Independent producers are the most important
creative partners for public service media in Ireland.

1. Our first suggested addition to the draft Statement of Strategy is to add references to "independent
production/independent production companies/independent producers". Currently there are no
such references anywhere in the draft Statement. As well as being the most important PSM creative
partner, the independent production sector has statutory recognition in the Broadcasting Act 2009
and in the OSMR Act 2022. It is also vital for Ireland's media landscape that Irish
independent production companies provide multiple and diverse access points for a wide diversity
of creative talent and many voices. This is also important for the promotion of cultural and creative
entrepreneurship and the development of indigenous IP. We believe that any strategy for media in
Ireland should include a recognition of the role of the independent production sector and a strategy
for sustaining and developing it.

2. Our second suggested addition would be that, while news and current affairs are recognised and
policy for them articulated in the draft Statement, the other genres which fill the media in Ireland
(apart from one mention of fiction) need to be referenced in the Statement as well. The content not
specifically mentioned includes scripted and unscripted screen content. It includes feature film and
TV drama, documentary and factual programmes, entertainment and reality programmes, children's
and animation programmes. For the most part news and current affairs programmes are produced
in-house by broadcasters and other media, whereas other forms of screen content are often
contracted out to the independent production sector. The roles of Coimisiun na Mean are as both
the regulator in relation to and the funder of screen content production in Ireland. We believe that
any strategy for media regulation, funding and development needs a balanced approach to all forms
of screen content. If news and current affairs are referenced, so should the other forms of media
content and a strategy articulated for them.

3. Our third suggested addition relates to a strategy for the promotion of Irish culture. While Irish
culture is referenced twice in the draft Statement in a heading under "Outcomes”, no mention is
made in the text of the Strategy. No strategy is specifically outlined for the promotion of Irish culture,
including the promotion of Irish creative talent and Irish storytelling in drama or documentary on
screen, in the media landscape in Ireland. Again because of the multiple roles of Coimisiun na
Meén in both regulating and developing and funding content for media in Ireland, it would be
important in our view that a strategy for the promotion of Irish culture and Irish creative talent on
screen would be articulated.

4. Our fourth suggested addition relates to Coimisiun na Mean 's role in implementing the provisions
of the AVMS Directive. These include the promotion of "European works", including national works
through broadcaster and VOD platform quotas as well as investment obligations and levies to fund
such works. It is worth noting that the AVMS Directive is mentioned in the glossary in the draft
Statement but does not appear anywhere in the text of the draft Statement. The draft Statement
contains a heading about "playing a leading role in the European regulatory framework". The AVMS
Directive is up for review in 2026 and it is anticipated that new legislation will be passed at that
stage and within the lifetime of the draft Statement of Strategy 2025 to 2027. The Revised AVMS
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Directive 2018 has yet to be fully implemented in Ireland and we would welcome additional clarity
in the draft Statement about the strategy for addressing the full implementation of the AVMS
Directive and the developing policy positions in the EU in advance of a revised Directive/Regulation.
This is particularly important for the future of the independent production sector in Ireland as well
as in the rest of Europe.

5. Our fifth addition would be in relation to the description of "the media landscape in which we
operate". Ireland's media landscape is particularly unique in that Irish audiences pay a large volume
of subscriptions to and are targeted with a large volume of advertising on media service providers,
which for the most part do not create and deliver screen content specifically for those Irish
audiences.

A policy position was expressed by Dr Pauric Travers, the chair of the Broadcasting Authority of Ireland
in its annual report of 2018 as follows: "The mixed funding model for Irish broadcasting has been
undermined by the decline in advertising revenue and the growth of opt-out advertising on foreign
channels serving the Irish market. This has been exacerbated by the rise of online platforms such as
Google, Amazon, Netflix and Facebook which have radically transformed the media landscape. These
platforms have simultaneously changed patterns of consumption, diminished the advertising pool for
Irish broadcasters and challenged the capacity to ensure the continued flow of culturally relevant
content, The existing regulatory structure and funding model require an overhaul. As part of that
overhaul, ways need to be found to ensure that providers who take revenue from the Irish market give
something back in return, in terms of appropriate content or otherwise."

The circumstances outlined by Dr Travers have amplified in the last eight years, particularly with the
very large subscription revenues going to Sky satellite services, Virgin Media cable services and
additional VOD platforms such as Amazon Prime and Disney+. We would welcome additional clarity on
the strategy to be adopted to address these issues.
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Aighneacht thar ceann: An Coimisiun Toghchain

We note the publication of the draft strategy statement and welcome an opportunity to contribute to the
strategy statement of Coimisiin na Mean as it prepares to set out the strategic priorities for the coming
years. Our organisations are of similar age, relatively recently established and face many common
challenges. | welcome the fact that our teams are already engaging and collaborating well and hope
that this will continue in the future as we each pursue our respective mandates. We note in particular
that Coimisiin na Mean has set out to ensure that it promotes a media landscape that supports
democracy and democratic values, underpins civic discourse and reduces the impact of disinformation.
The purpose of An Coimisiun Toghchain as set out in our own Strategy Statement 2024-2026 is to
safeguard and strengthen democracy in Ireland by building public understanding, participation and trust
in the electoral system. We clearly share common objectives and goals underpinned of course by
shared public service values. We consider therefore that there are a number of opportunities for
engagement and collaboration including the areas set out below.

Research

Like us you set out research as a key priority and enabler in your draft Strategy Statement. An Coimisiun
Toghchain’s research programme published in July 2024 sets out an ambitious programme of research
for the coming years including a longitudinal National Election and Democracy Study and research on
online mis and disinformation as it impacts on democracy and elections. We see a strong link between
our work and Coimisiun na Mean’s intention to conduct research on how the media landscape affects
democracy and civic discourse. We note that you commit to pursuing strategic partnerships at national
and international levels to share research, ideas and solutions and to undertake collaborative research
and data sharing where appropriate. We would be very happy to explore areas of potential collaboration
with you in furtherance of this commitment.

Media literacy and Education

An Coimisiun Toghchain is currently developing an Education and Active Participation Strategy whose
objective is to educate and raise awareness among all to inform and engage in electoral events. This
strategy will involve the roll out of educational content and initiatives. Partnerships and alliances with
stakeholder groups regarding voter projects and development of a communications strategy
encompassing our approach across media platforms. We see a strong link to Coimisiin na Means
Democracy outcome in this space.

Regulation

It is anticipated that An Coimisiun Toghchain’s legislative powers to regulate online paid for political
advertising and postings of online misinformation and disinformation will commence during 2025. We
consider that there is a considerable overlap in Coimisiin na Meén’s outcomes, under Democracy, Trust
and Public Safety with those of An Coimisiun Toghchain for those headings and we would welcome
collaboration between our two organisations on our respective roles in achieving those outcomes
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